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What’s flying
around….
YFBTA Asking for Promotion
YFBTA member Walter Farquharson

When a suggestion was made at the annual
meeting of YFBTA on March 12, 2019 that we
should as an organization urge the Province of
Saskatchewan to proclaim and promote an annual
spring observance of Arbour Day, the idea was
enthusiastically adopted by YFBTA as a major
initiative going forward.
Material was gathered and shared with local media
and groups about the history of Arbour Day, its
widespread observance globally today, and the
positive aspects of an annual spring observance.

We emphasized such things as the importance of
trees generally, the need for education, concern
and action to protect and enhance local habitats,
and the low cost and participatory aspects of
Arbour Day observances.
A letter, dated July 15, was received from the Hon.
Dustin Duncan, Minister of Environment. In it he
commended YFBTA for its “desire to support
Arbour Day in Saskatchewan”. The letter closed
with the pledge, “You have my support and the
support of our ministry to further recognize Arbour
Day and its objectives in celebrating our
environments.”
Great Gray: YFBTA Region

The same information was shared in April 2019
with Premier Moe and several cabinet ministers
when the proposal was sent forward to them. We
described what we proposed in this way: A Call to
the Province of Saskatchewan to Again Proclaim
and Promote Arbour Day as a Call to Action for
Individuals, Schools, communities and community
organizations.
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Subsequently no assurances of how that “support”
might be expressed was forthcoming, despite
several phone calls and e-mails asking for
clarification and a stated assurance that the
Province would proclaim Arbour Day. A letter was
sent November 25 to the Premier, and to
ministers: Duncan, Wyant, and Makowsky
reiterating our call for proclamation and promotion
of Arbour Day and emphasizing that lead time was
required for promotion once there was a definite
word that the proclamation would be made.
Copies were sent to the Speaker of the
Legislature and to the Leader of the Official
Opposition.

March 2020

Issue 2

As of February 11, 2020 we have received an
e-mail with the following assurance from the
Ministry of Environment : “a response from
Minister Duncan is forthcoming that will state we
will proclaim the specified dates for you.”
Feb. 25 the ministry provided an email copy of the
promised letter. It concludes “the ministry shares
your groups’s enthusiasm for local participation
and engagement in Arbour Week and Arbour Day
Activities.
That promised letter does not outline what is
entailed, and not entailed, in a “proclamation”. It
would appear that the Province/Ministry will not
promote Arbour Week/Day as we had urged.
However, May 17-24 will be proclaimed as Arbour
Week with Friday May 22, 2020 designated as
Arbour Day. Local groups may choose dates for
special activities.

Editorial

YFBTA Provides Immediate Opportunities

With March having arrived, YFBTA is well on the
way toward completion of 2020 active and
ambitious initiatives intended to provides
opportunities for people to support and/or
participate in programs on behalf of the natural
world. These initiatives have been selected with a
belief that if people become aware of natural
habitats and organisms, nature will “capture their
hearts” thus encouraging them to add to a
collective “voice for nature”. While an overarching
goal of YFBTA is that of engaging people with
nature, a special emphasis is one of connecting
youth to nature.
Red Poll: YFBTA Region

Nature Saskatchewan in supporting our original
call to government to “proclaim and promote” ,
also committed to work with us and, irrespective of
government action, to do what they could to
promote Arbour Week/Day.
While official responses to date have been less
than we had hoped for, the idea still warrants our
support and involvement. The Hon. Warren
Kaeding, MLA has encouraged our efforts and has
carried some of our concerns forward to
colleagues in government and for that we express
our appreciation.
I remain optimistic that at some point someone in
Government will indicate a willingness and desire
to speak to members of our group about the
positive role a revitalized Arbour Day Program
could play in involving individuals, schools and
communities in planting trees and in habitat
enhancement and preservation.

YFBTA: Increasing Awareness of Nature
Issue 2 focusses upon programs and activities either
underway or planned for 2020.
Thank you to YFBTA member, Laurie Murray, for
generously providing wonderful photographs for use in
this newsletter
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YFBTA asked the Government of Saskatchewan to
promote Arbour Day. This is an important request
because it is a low-cost, non-partisan promotion
which has a potential to be locally adopted and
locally directed. This request is an important
YFBTA initiative. It invites action. Arbour Day
actions whether taken by individuals or groups,
builds upon a tradition of tree planting and caring for
nature. It has the potential to stimulate many people
to engage in meaningful actions which contribute in
a meaningful way to global action.
YFBTA’s Summer Program Initiative has proven to
be a highly successful means to increase
awareness of nature among youth. Our programmer, Talia Fawcett (who returns to YFBTA in April)
worked with hundreds of students in our region in
2019. Talia also worked with other demographics
as well, reaching an estimated 1500 people in 2019.
This program provides an effective vehicle for
people choosing to support natural spaces and
native species.
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Talia can be a valuable resource person for organizations
wanting to provide education and/or activities focused on
nature. Interested organizations are invited to inquire.
Saturday, April 18 YFBTA provides a “Spring Event”.
Education is an over-arching theme of the day. It is an
opportunity for people who may be interested in getting
involved, either as a member or as a non-member
supporter, with YFBTA. It is an opportunity to socialize
with like-minded people. It is a forum in which you will
meet people. It has the potential to lead to new
friendships.

Opportunities exist within YFBTA. Please consider
becoming a member (or re-newing a membership if over
the years we lost you as a member-in-good-standing). If
membership is not for you, you may be willing to
consider financial support for one or more of the
programs mentioned above.
YFBTA endeavours to provide voices for nature.
Together, a collective voice is louder and stronger.

Blue Jay

YFBTA members enjoy a minimum of three newsletters.
The newsletters educate and advocate. They advocate
• On behalf of nature
• For biodiversity
• For native species
• For best management practices when natural habitats
are disrupted
• For youth to add their voices on behalf of nature.

YFBTA incorporates informal spring and summer
activities and gatherings. Members are invited and
interested people are welcomed. While nature is always
the focus, food is also usually celebrated.
YFBTA engages in some citizen science programs. The
Murrays and the Bradfords submitted Christmas Bird
Counts from within our region in 2019. The data is used
by provincial, federal and international scientific studies.
George Murray’s 2019 count results can be found on the
YFBTA website.
YFBTA is an association that is affiliated with the
provincial organization, Nature Saskatchewan; YFBTA
supports its suite of programs.
YFBTA issues press releases as a means of educating
and advocating. YFBTA also works cooperatively with
local newspapers, responding to various requests for
information about species, habitats and/or initiatives.
YFBTA is the lead partner in a Loon Initiatives Program
run at Madge Lake in Duck Mountain Provincial Park.
There is a section on the YFBTA website dedicated to
this partnership. Check there to see 2019 maps of the
loon territories established along the shoreline.

YFBTA member and chairperson of the partnership, Doug
Welykholowa, submitted a report for 2019 to Birds
Studies Canada. This report is included in this
newsletter. Reports and maps (for some years) produced
for previous years can be found on our website.
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Will You Consider Joining Us?

The YFBTA Spring Event is being held Saturday, April
18, 2020 at the Saltcoats Community Hall in Saltcoats,
Sk. It is once again an afternoon event followed by a
delicious evening meal.
We have an interesting and varied group of speakers.
Local seed grower, Kevin Elmy, will speak about
Regenerative Agriculture on his farm. Jeff Olson lives in
the Theodore area. He is managing director of the
Citizens Environmental Alliance which focuses on
wetland preservation and conservation and the impacts
of agricultural drainage. Cory Scheffield is the Curator
of Invertebrate Zoology, Royal Saskatchewan Museum.
His field of interest is the study and documentation of
native bee species. Brandon Burda is a U of R student
working on his masters of science. His research is on
Sharp-tailed Grouse populations in the province.
Be prepared for raffles, sales, trade tables and an
opportunity to show off your latest nature photos.

This promises to be another family friendly event for
anyone interested in the natural world. This event is
always a good opportunity to learn, socialize and
reconnect after another long Saskatchewan winter.
Look for our poster coming soon to YFBTA.com which
will include a registration form and fees.

Sales and Service

306-783-9461
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2019 Madge Lake Loon Survey

Loon Initiatives Committee Chairperson
Doug Welykholowa

The 2019 season at Madge Lake began with a late
spring, with birds arriving a week to 10 days later
than the previous two years. Adult Loons
maintained about the same numbers as in the
previous 4 years, with 25 pair maintaining their
territories throughout the season, 3 additional pair
initially establishing territories, but abandoning
them by early August, and approximately 25
unpaired young adults occupying the lake
throughout. A total of 8 chicks/juveniles were
spotted, but only 7 survived until September.
Of the three territories that were initially
established, but later abandoned, one was a
nesting site in the Midway boat lagoon. The loons
established a nest on the north side of the lagoon
shore, where in previous years a pair a grebes had
a nest. The other two abandoned sites were in
locations that loons had previously attempted to
establish a territory over a number of years.

The strong wind gusts resulted in a short period
of very high waves, which likely drowned any
windward-exposed nests. Another factor may
have been increased boating activity in early to
mid June, compared to previous years.
We had an unusual bit of excitement on June 9th
2019, when Sharon Korb and Kevin Streat were
walking their dog along the Pelly Point Trail. Just
after the trail starts, it crosses between two large
sloughs via two wooden boardwalks. The sloughs
are connected via a small creek, and the Eastern
slough lies next to the Park Maintenance Yard.
There is a beaver Dam that runs along the
Eastern shore of the Western slough, next to the
boardwalks, where a stream connects the two
sloughs.
Adult Loon trapped in debris

Loon nesting in Midway Boat Lagoon
Madge Lake 2019

The last count on 22 September had 7 adults and 8
juveniles, one of which we believe came from a
neighbouring lake. We strongly suspect that the
low number of chicks this year was a direct result
of the brief, but violent wind storm that hit the lake
on 30 May 2019. It was during this storm that one
person drowned about 300 meters from where my
boat is docked.
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YFBTA thanks

Kevin and Sharon noticed that an adult loon had
gotten caught up in the branches on the side of
the dam, and couldn’t move. It appeared to be
exhausted and possibly dehydrated as it wasn’t
struggling. It appears that the loon might have
been trying to crawl down to the creek, as there
was a nest on a beaver lodge with another loon on
it in the slough by the Maintenance Yard. They
called me, and I took hip-waders, heavy rubber
gloves and a large towel to the site to see if we
could rescue the bird.

City of Yorkton Community Grant
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Once there, I carefully covered the loon with the
towel, got down beside it, and carefully grabbed it.
It didn’t struggle at all, so I gently lifted it and
examined it for any wounds or injuries.

White-breasted Nuthatch

Other than being exhausted, the loon seemed
healthy, so Kevin and I gently placed it in the
water and pushed it far enough that it was able to
swim. It dunked its head a few times, then
gingerly began to swim. After about five minutes it
seemed to regain its strength and swam away,
seemingly no worse for the wear. Our first loon
rescue ended on a happy note.
Thanks to everyone who accompanied me on my
surveys (Tim & Mimi Roberts, Calgary, Steve &
Maggie Kleisath, Wisconsin, and Sharon Korb
and Kevin Streat) as well as the many individuals
who called me regarding loons that they spotted
over the summer. Also, a big thanks to the
Madge Lake administration and park staff for the
continuing support that the Loon Initiatives
Committee has enjoyed through the years.
Adult and Chick
Madge Lake: November 2019
Photo: YFBTA member Laurie Murray

What’s Flying Around: Newsletter Group
Volunteers
Editors: Rob Wilson; Marcus Phillips; Michelle
Easton
All Common Loon Photos
YFBTA member Doug Welykholowa
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Distribution: Monique Smith; Jim McCallum; Jace
McCallum; Kalliegh McCallum
Technical Consulting: Jim Huziak

YFBTA thanks the Painted Hand Community
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Young Writers’ Corner
A Walk I’ll Never Forget

Citizen Science Group member Alex Morrison
As I walk down the dock path I feel the air rush through
the bush. The dock is rocking from the wind as I walk. I
look into the water and I see minnows and insects. My
brother and sister bring their nets to try to catch them. I
hear all of the birds chirping in the trees and the wind
racing through the trees.
We finally get to the second part of a trail in the bush.
We start walking down to where a bunch of trees and
berries were. There is a big hill we have to get around to
finish the walk, so I sprint up the hill and run down the
other side. When I get down I notice something. I see a
BEAR! So I stand and stare at the bear. He looks at me
and stares for about thirty seconds and then runs.
We go down the hill and find a carcass that he was
eating. I think it was a deer but you can’t tell any more.
We have a hundred yards to go till we finish the trail. I
see a beaver hut and some beaver trails. The birds
make beautiful songs and noises.

Photo : YFBTA member Rob Wilson

Windows kill many birds. Are you interested in
taking action to reduce the number of bird
fatalities?
Check out the website of the Fatal Light Awareness
Program
flap.org

We finally finish the walk and my brother says “Now
that’s a walk I will never forget!”. I agree.

Interesting sightings in Saltcoats
A pair of Pileated Woodpeckers have been spotted
on numerous occasions throughout January and
February.
A large flock of Bohemian Waxwings (estimated 300
birds have been feasting on berries and apples
throughout the town this past month.
Three Ruffed Grouse have been frequenting
Crescent Lake Road during the crepuscular hours.
First sightings were in November of 2019. Sightings
continue into February 2020.
YFBTA member Kenn Wood reports seeing a
Snowy Owl near his residence.
YFBTA members have been reporting sightings of
Horned Larks in February.
Heard Canada Geese during evening walk (Feb
29).Leapyear geese?!)
YFBTA member Michelle Easton

Editor’s note
A Breeding Bird Atlas is a project that results in
mapping the distribution and relative
abundance of breeding birds over a large
geographic area such as a province, state, or
country. Saskatchewan is entering the fourth
season of its five year atlas program.
Contact LeeAnn Latremouille for details
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YFBTA and 2020 Summer Programs
YFBTA President Martin Phillips

By now many of you have probably been asked to
be involved in our current fundraiser - that is either
to buy tickets or sell tickets, probably both - in
support of YFBTA’s Summer Facilitator program.
Perhaps you are wondering, “What exactly is a
Summer Facilitator Program?”
The program was initiated in 2012 when the
organization decided to do something about the
perceived disconnect between young people and
nature. YFBTA believed that young people spend
very little time in natural surroundings.
Consequences include a lack of knowledge, a lack
of awareness, a lack of appreciation and a lack of
empathy for plants and animals. This disconnect
may result in a failure to appreciate the importance
of sustainable habitats and the need for human
stewardship of natural systems. Given that our
organization works to promote awareness of the
importance of wildlife as well as to attract people of
all ages to learn about, advocate on behalf of as well
as celebrate nature, it was decided that YFBTA
initiate a Summer Facilitator Program.
YFBTA hires a university student during the months
of May through August. During the months of May
and June, our employee works in a number of area
schools. under the guidance and supervision of
various participating classroom teachers. While in
schools, our facilitator will work with primary,
elementary, and secondary students. YFBTA
encourages its facilitator to provide classroom
instruction as well as “hands-on” undertakings such
as hikes, pond studies, bird and wildlife
observations, and identification of native plants.
These are examples of activities which promote our
association’s goals and advance our vision - to be a
group engaged in, learning about, advocating on
behalf of and celebrating the world of nature.

Of Interest

Taken from:The Isabel Priestly Legacy
Pub: Sask. Natural History Society (p. 126).
In 1974 legislation was passed to change the
Parks Act so that wilderness areas and
parks could be cancelled only by legislation.
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The program changes during July and August. The
facilitator will be contacting pre-existing groups. As
before, the focus will be youth (day care facilities,
Scouts, Public Libraries, Health Centers, Guides,
4-H; Yorkton Tribal Council; Big Brothers/Sisters,
Boys and Girls Clubs, Yorkton Friendship Center)
but overtures are also made to pre-existing adult
groups (care homes, senior facilities, New
Canadians). Again the facilitator will be providing
hands-on activities for groups.
Ruffed Grouse

Photo: YFBTA member Laurie Murray

This program does not come without significant
costs. It would not be possible to operate the
program without the help of many individuals and
groups and I would like to take this opportunity to
offer a sincere thank you to all. Who are these
individuals and groups? We received grants from
the Painted Hand Community Development
Corporation, The Community Grant Program funded through City of Yorkton, The Community
Initiative Fund - funded through the Provincial
Government as well as a student work grant
funded through the Federal Government. Finally,
thank you Hass Nissan for facilitating the use of a
vehicle for the months of May through August.
Talia Fawcett who proved to be a popular and
capable facilitator in 2019, is returning to provide
programs during 2020.
Talia commences her duties April 20th. August 11th
marks the termination date of YFBTA’s Summer
Program Initiative for this year’s program.
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Noel Budz, principal of Saltcoats School, has
agreed to again act as contact person helping to
coordinate Talia’s work within area schools from the
time of her arrival until the end of June.
Teachers, students, and participants in community
programming with whichTalia was involved gave
enthusiastic reviews of her work last summer. Her
personal interest in students and others was
noteworthy and her program offerings were
interesting, informative and involving.

Editor’s note: Bill and Joyce Anaka
Taken from The Isabel Priestly Legacy (p.120)
Bill and Joyce were asked to assume the editorship of
the Blue Jay in 1973. “In their first message to their
readers they committed themselves to environmental
action.” They provided the following quote from Kitson
Vincent from Nature Canada: “We need more
responsible citizen involvement in our political processes
and we need a great deal more public debate on issues.”
The Anakas continued as joint editors until 1977.

We’re delighted to have her returning for a second
year. If any YFBTA members or friends have
suggestions about groups or programs she might
work with during July and August, please don’t
hesitate to be in touch with Walter Farguharson,
convener of the Summer Program Committee.

Goldfinch
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Editor’s note
Hopefully you are considering attending our program in
Saltcoats April 18. YFBTA member Kathy Morrell sent a
link that informs about some bee research. Bees will be
one of the April 18 topics. The link
below should take you to this interesting article which, in
my opinion, contains pollen for thought.

http://tiny.cc/f50pkz
Memberships/Renewals:
YFBTA
Box 252
Saltcoats, SK S0A 3R0
yellowheadflywaybirding
@gmail.com
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