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Yellowhead Flyway Birding Trail Association Inc.

What’s flying
around….
Sharp-tailed Grouse: the dance

YFBTA’s Summer Initiative
YFBTA President Martin Phillips

The vision statement of YFBTA calls for us to be a
group engaged in learning about, advocating on
behalf of and celebrating nature. A principal
program that we employ to satisfy that vision
statement is a summer student initiative. We employ
a university student to work in area schools during
the months of May and June and subsequently to
work with the general public during the months of
July and August. In 2016 YFBTA engaged over 900
individuals from pre-school youth to seniors.
YFBTA anticipates that we will surpass that number
in 2017. Our summer student is tasked with
educating the public about environmental issues,
promoting conservation, involving groups in hands
on activities (hikes, pond studies, bird and wildlife
observations, plant studies). Each activity and
initiative is targeted toward increased awareness of
Nature and stresses the need for stewardship of
natural habitats.
Operating our program requires the help of many
individuals and groups. It would not be possible to
provide the initiative without such support.
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Thank you to those who engaged with YFBTA. We
received grants from the Painted Hand
Community Development Corporation, The
Community Grant Program - funded through the City
of Yorkton, The Community Initiative Fund
(provided by the Provincial Government) as well as
a student work grant (provided by the Federal
Government). Thank you to Key Chevrolet Cadillac
Buick GMC Inc. (assisted with provision of a vehicle
for use of our student, May through August).
Thank you to our summer student, Eldon Breitkreuz.
Thank you to those who sold tickets, those who
purchased raffle tickets and those who donated
prizes (part of our YFBTA fundraising throughout the
fall of 2016 and throughout the spring).
Thank you to the schools and groups who worked
with our summer student in 2017. Thank you to the
committee that supervised and guided Eldon as he
prepared and delivered programs to the public.
This synergy enables YFBTA to be effective.
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How Swift are You as a Birder?

A Chimney Swift on the Wing

Submitted by Tim Poole

The Chimney Swift is not a species commonly
reported in Saskatchewan - but increasing
detections of this species in western Manitoba
suggests there may be a few more present than
currently accounted for. Spending the winter in
northwestern South America, this species breeds in
eastern Canada from the Maritimes west to the
Saskatchewan-Manitoba border. The Chimney Swift
is an urban species having adapted to the loss of
hollowed out dead trees in their natural range by
nesting and roosting in the brick chimneys of old
buildings.
Chimney Swifts have declined considerably in
Canada - Breeding Bird Surveys suggest a 95%
drop since the 1960’s. These declines may be due
to a number of reasons. For instance, they are an
aerial insectivore - a species hunting on the wing and this group of birds which includes Barn
Swallows, Bank Swallows and Common
Nighthawks, is experiencing precipitous declines in
Canada. One thing we do know is that following the
loss of large cottonwoods during settlement times,
Chimney Swifts took up residences in chimneys.
Modern furnaces do not require open chimneys .
Habitat loss is a real issue for these birds as
chimneys become capped, lined or even
demolished.
Earlier in 2016, the Manitoba Chimney Swift
Initiative (MCSI) contacted Nature Saskatchewan to
explore whether there might be interest in trying to
locate breeding or roosting Chimney Swifts in
Saskatchewan. In 2015 we had the first confirmed
breeding attempt of Chimney Swifts in Melita in the
southwest corner of Manitoba. We were also
recording Chimney Swifts in Brandon, Riding
Mountain, Dauphin and in 2016, The Pas. The
Dauphin population was especially interesting as in
some years over 100 birds would enter a single
roost in spring and then disperse to unknown
locations to breed. This opened up the tantalizing
possibility that swifts might be dispersing from a
large roost in Manitoba into settlements in eastern
Saskatchewan.

Photo submitted by Christian Artuso

Although they may be breeding in your residence,
Chimney Swifts may pass under your radar as a
hosting home owner.
In 2016, there were reports of Chimney Swifts in
Saskatchewan on three different occasions. These
were:
.
A single swift was observed and reported on
eBird in Wascana Marsh, Regina, on May 11th
·
Manitoba Chimney Swift Initiative volunteer,
Gord Ogilvie, recorded at least 5 Chimney Swifts
over Main Street in Estevan in late May.
·
A single Chimney Swift was recorded by an
eBird user in Estevan on June 30th
Although there were few sightings, the upcoming
Saskatchewan Breeding Bird Atlas could bring
further sightings of these wonderful birds in
your province. So eyes to the chimneys. You never
know. You might see a small, black bird darting near
the dark confines of a chimney. If you do have a
“sighting” please report it to Nature Saskatchewan.
If anyone would like to receive a set of free fact
sheets regarding Chimney Swifts, email Tim Poole
at mcsi.outreach@gmail.com.
Tim Poole
Habitat Stewardship and Outreach Coordinator
Manitoba Chimney Swift Initiative
mbchimneyswift.ca
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Birds Birds Birds

Here is the list:

YFBTA member Paula Maier

In the spring of 2016 we received a call from Bird
Studies Canada (BSC) requesting permission to do
a bird count on our section of land. “How did you
know we love birds?”, I asked. BSC explained that it
was a random call. We were excited to learn of this
survey.
BSC was gearing up for an initiative referred to as
the Saskatchewan Breeding Bird Atlas Project.
They were doing some initial testing of equipment
and conducting trial runs. We hoped to meet the
person doing the count but were away the day he
surveyed our land. I called their office requesting a
copy of their list of the birds identified.

House Wren: American Robin; Cedar Waxwings;
American Goldfinch; House Sparrow; Black-billed
Cuckoo; Rose-breasted Grosbeak; Western
Meadowlark; Mourning dove; Black Tern; Merlin;
Black-capped Chickadee; Ruby-throated
Hummingbird
Jays/Crows (Black-billed Magpie; American Crow:
Common Raven)
Black-crowned Night-heron

Near Christmas we received a letter thanking us for
our cooperation and the requested bird count. We
were excited to note the diversity of bird species on
our land the day of the BSC survey. Upon looking
over the report we realized that the count had not
included our yard site. We sent back a tally of the
birds that would have been in our yard in early July.
We were familiar with most of the species identified
but a couple of species were new to us (It was
surprising to have a Virginia Rail identified. We
must learn that call.)
We understand that the listed species were
identified throughout one day. We have seen other
birds on or near our sloughs and fields at other
times. These include shore birds and migrating
warblers and sparrows. Several years ago we
enjoyed observing a Whooping Crane among a flock
of Sandhill Cranes feeding on one of our fields.
It is good to know that we are providing diverse
habitats for a wide variety of birds and animals. We
hope that these many species will continue to thrive
in our region. We intend to maintain those essential
habitats on our property.
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Photo: YFBTA member Morley Maier

Swallows (Purple Martin; Tree Swallow; Barn
Swallow)
Mimics (Gray Catbird; Brown Thrasher)
Warblers (Yellow Warbler; Common Yellowthroat)
New World Sparrows (Clay-coloured Sparrow;
Vesper Sparrow; Savannah Sparrow; Le Conte’s
Sparrow; Song Sparrow; Chipping Sparrow)
Blackbirds (Red-winged Blackbird; Yellow-headed
Blackbird; Common Grackle; Brown-headed
Cowbird; Baltimore Oriole)

KEY Chevrolet Cadillac Buick GMC. Inc. Yorkton Canora
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Ducks (Green-winged Teal; Bufflehead; Northern
Pintail)
Grebes (Pied-billed Grebe; Red-necked grebe;
Horned Grebe)
Rails (Virginia Rail; Sora Rail; American Coot)
Shorebirds (Killdeer; Marbled Godwit; Wilson’s
Snipe; Avocet; Willet; Wilson’s Phalarope)
Bitterns and Herons (American Bittern; Great Blue
Heron; Black-crowned Night-heron)
Woodpeckers (Yellow-bellied Sapsucker; Hairy
Woodpecker; Downy woodpecker; Yellow Shafted
Flicker)
Flycatchers (Least Flycatcher; Eastern Kingbird)

The Species at Risk Act
Added to the List
Taken from Nature Canada March 2017

Here are the new additions:

The Oriole’s New Song
Submitted by Olga Brygider

I’ve learned to sing a new song
I’ve never sung before,
It’s really so delightful
I’ll sing it more and more.
My older song is joyful
I sing it May through June
But now I’ve mixed the notes up
To try a different tune.
I got my inspiration while flying
about one day
I heard a young man calling
his little wife this way.
Chere, come here! Come here!
It sounded just that way.
Baltimore Oriole

Olive Clubtail
Okanagan Efferia
Dune Tachinid Fly
Horned Grebe (Western population)
Buff-breasted Sandpiper
Baird’s Sparrow
Batwing Vinyl Lichen
Crumpled Tarpaper Lichen
Peacock Vinyl Lichen
Collared Pika
Magnum Mantleslug
However, this is only one small step in the protection
of species at risk in Canada. There is now a
backlog of up to five years of 100 species
scientifically declared to be at risk that have not yet
been legally listed under the Species at Risk Act.
The species that are waiting to be legally listed
include the Barn Swallow; Narwhal; Western
Grizzly Bear and the Loggerhead Sea Turtle.
In the next steps forward, the federal government is
supposed to work on recovery planning with the
provinces, territories, Indigenous communities and
stakeholders.

Photo: YFBTA member Rob Wilson

The melody is varied
I tweak it once or twice
and when it echoes back to me
By Jove, I think it’s nice!
Chere, come here! Come here!
It really is quite nice.
I hope you like my new song
I’ll sing it all day long.
Olga produced this song in 2016. She was inspired by
the oriole’s varied song. Olga enjoys singing it to her
grandchild. Try to discover a tune or contact Olga.
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Sage Thoughts
Submitted by Miles Anderson

The Greater Sage Grouse has received more
attention in the past two or three years than it has in
history. When a game bird that has a documented
decline in population is mentioned, red flags pop up
everywhere. Recovery and strategic planning did
not start with a protection order. These initiatives
were already under way about ten years prior.
Here is a look at what is
known about Sage
Grouse and at what we
are doing to aid a return
to sustainable
population levels of this
iconic prairie species.
We cannot plan for
natural events such as
fires, storms and
outbreaks of disease
but these events will not
cause an extinction.
What we need to
examine are factors
such as the number of
eggs produced by hens,
how many eggs hatch and the survival rates of the
chicks.
Hens need to be in good body condition to lay lots of
eggs. Sage brush must be available as that
constitutes most of their winter diet. Sage brush is
also important for nesting (branches should be
horizontal, spreading, not vertical and narrow). It is
important that there is cover beneath the Sage
plants. It is also important that abundant food such
as invertebrates (ants, beetles) and digestible forbs
(Buttercups, Moss Phlox) be in the immediate
vicinity to sustain newly hatched chicks.
These Sage Grouse needs can be provided with the
assistance of planned grazing of livestock. This
particular strategy is referred to as Patch Dynamics.
The idea is to have the grasses grazed and/or
trampled between Sage brush patches, leaving
ungrazed vegetation for nesting and feeding
beneath the Sage plants.
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Manure from cattle sustains the ants and beetles
required by the Sage Grouse chicks. Prudent
managers will move their livestock to alternate
locations in a timely fashion to prevent damage to
the natural systems described above.
On our property we have permanent transects in
place. We record plant growth and monitor the plant
species. Because we understand the importance of
forbs for grouse food and also the importance of

Managed Sage Grouse Habitat

pollination by insects of these forbs we also monitor
insect and other invertebrate populations within the
above mentioned transects. The data collected
assists us to develop plans for our grazing practices.
The data also suggests practices that can be
initiated in other similar areas. We believe that this
will, over time, result in expanded habitat for Sage
Grouse.
Is it possible to apply agricultural practices while
simultaneously working to improve the lot of
endangered species (without confining those
species)? I think that the answer is yes.
Reproduction will be successful if food, shelter and
water are available. While predators act to lower
populations, the Sage Grouse are able to coexist if
the required habitats are sustained.

YFBTA thanks the Painted Hand Community Development Corp.
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Bohemians and Cedars

Waxwings in our yard

Research by YFBTA member Thom Carnahan

ADULT BOHEMIAN WAXWING DESCRIPTION*:
• Medium-sized: Length 19-23 cm; Wingspan 33 cm;
Weight 55 g
• Brownish-gray plumage • Backward-pointing crest
on top of head
• Black mask from bill base through the eye and to
rear of the head
• Eyes are dark brown • White line arc below the eye
• Bill is black with pale base • Chin and throat are
black
• Head, crown and malar area are cinnamon to
warm tawny
• White and yellow feather edging in wings • Cinnamon under-tail coverts
• Red waxy flattened tips on the secondary feathers
appear like wax drops, for which the waxwings get
their name
• Black tail with bright yellow terminal band • Legs
and feet are dark grey to black.
Except for being smaller, the female is similar to the
adult male.
The juvenile is duller and greyer than the adults with
shorter crest, less extensive black mask and no
black patch on the throat. The wing pattern is less
conspicuous and the tail band is narrower. The
under parts are whitish, slightly streaked and
brownish.
ADULT CEDAR WAXWING DESCRIPTION:
• Medium-sized: Length 14-17 cm; Wingspan 22-30
cm; Weight 32 g
• Pale brown on the head and chest fading to soft
gray on the wings
• Crest on top of head that often lies flat and droops
over the back of the head
• Black mask outlined in white • Belly is pale yellow
 Tertials have white inner edge • Tail is gray with
a bright yellow tip
 • Red wax-like droplets tips the ends of the
secondary feathers.
The only difference between the male and female
Cedar waxwings is that the male has a black throat
while the female’s throat is a dark brown.
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Have you received 2017 Issues #1 and #2?
2017 members should have received Issue #1 and
Issue #2. If you have not received these two issues,
please contact YFBTA to enable a correction.
Please consider supporting our ongoing initiatives
with a renewal for 2018.
Memberships can serve well as Christmas gifts. A
membership is a great way to engage an interested
person. A membership is an important source of
funding for our flagship program (The Summer
Program Facilitator Initiative) specifically designed to
connect youth to nature.
Together the advocacy of YFBTA is stronger and its
voice on behalf of nature is louder.
You are a valued supporter of YFBTA. Will you
consider remaining with us in 2018?
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One of Matthew’s Test Seedlings

Young Readers’ Corner
Submitted by Matthew Dietrich

Acid rain is a very important concept to learn about
for me and it should also be for you. The reason it is
important to me is because I live on a farm and want
to be a farmer. Also it is important to me because I
want to keep the soil as clean as possible so I can
get the best possible crop yield. Acid rain affects a
crop’s yield because when it rains the plant soaks it
up and then the plant gets sick and lots of the roots
die and then the crop doesn’t yield as great.
Acid rain also affects people because it affects the
environment that we all depend on. How do we
depend on the environment? We depend on it
because we get much of our oxygen from plants.
We get food from farmers but farmers depend on
healthy soil. Since we depend upon the
environment we have to take care of it. Our parents
say, “Don’t litter.” Garbage can pollute the water.
Some harmful substances can enter the soil when it
rains after water has evaporated from the land.
Pollution from one place can harm the environment
in another place. This is why we all should care
about acid rain and what it can do to our earth.
Editor’s note: Matthew, age 12, created an effective
Science Fair project. He grew plants under different
conditions, including plants watered with acidic
water. He provided data (including photographs)
indicating the growth patterns of the “test” seedlings
as part of his presentation board.
A wolf lived for eight years interacting with
citizens and their dogs in Juneau. When the wolf
died the community set up a plaque to
commemorate this relationship.
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2015/03/150322
-romeo-wolf-dog-animals-wildlife-alaska-ngbooktalk/
or type “wolf named Romeo” into a search engine.
Submitted by Betty Malo
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Support Your Association
YFBTA Summer Program Faciltator, Eldon Breitkreitz

It was a busy summer and an enjoyable one. In
2017 I was granted an opportunity to work as the
YFBTA Summer Program Facilitator. I felt blessed
to do so. With a background in Biology and
Chemistry Education at the U of R and a passion
for the outdoors, that job was surely “right up my
alley”.
Over a period of four months I was able to reach
more than 900 people. During May and June, I
taught approximately 500 students at elementary
schools: Saltcoats, Dr. Brass, Calder and
Churchbridge – as well as a handful of lessons at
the Churchbridge High School. I also assisted with
a nature walk (in Yorkton) that was sponsored by
the Yorkton Film Festival.
I taught approximately 120 class periods, using 30
lesson plans. During the summer portion
(July —August) I was able to work with
approximately 400 people ranging in ages from 6
to 100 years, within 16 community groups as well
as families in and around Yorkton, Melville,
Theodore, Saltcoats, and Churchbridge.

Staff of Saltcoats School
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Throughout the summer a wide range of topics were
covered (identifying animals of Saskatchewan, the
basics of pollution prevention, the
socio-environmental impacts of new biotechnologies
as examples). No matter what the lesson topic, my
aim was to get everyone to remember that our
physical world is a precious resource that cannot be
taken for granted. In every lesson I tried to make
this evident, whether through games, videos, stories,
or show and tell sessions.

Eldon: On the Job

I enjoyed working for the YFBTA – because of my
love of creation, I found the job particularly fulfilling
and satisfying.
In my opinion, the YFBTA and its Summer
Program Facilitator Initiative are worthy of continued
support.
It is an effortless undertaking for me to show care for
our environment because I love to fish, hike and be
in the outdoors. I find it surprising that there are
some people who find stewardship to be difficult to
achieve. I believe that the main root to what might
be an attitude problem is that many people haven’t
been taught how to respectfully enjoy wild, natural
spaces or the importance of having these spaces
protected and sustained.
I believe that the YFTBA and its summer programs
are part of the solution. I encourage you to remain
involved if you have an interest in supporting the
association.
I thank you, the members of the YFBTA, for the
opportunity provided this summer now passed, to
make a difference on behalf of nature.

Photo: YFBTA president, Martin Phillips

Loon Rescue in Alberta
http://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/lucky-loon-sought-out-albertacampers-to-save-it-from-fishing-gear-1.3552664
Or type “lucky loon fishing” into a search engine.
Submitted by Bob Stone

Memberships/Renewals:
YFBTA
Box 252
Saltcoats, SK S0A 3R0
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yellowheadflywaybirding
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Newsletter Submissions:
Rob Wilson (editor)
Box 329 Saltcoats, SK.
S0A 3R0
Phone (306) 744-8140
rjwilson@sasktel.net

