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What’s flying
around….
YFBTA WELCOMES SARA BELONTZ
YFBTA member Martin Phillips

The YFBTA works to promote awareness of the
importance of preserving and protecting spaces for
wildlife to exist and to build an awareness of bird,
animal and plant life in the region. What better place
to start than with our youth?
One of the most important operations of the YFBTA
is our Summer Program Facilitator initiative. The
point of the program is to hire a student to work with
schools in the area to introduce our youth to the
wonders of the outdoors.
We would like to thank our members and our
corporate sponsors for supporting this program as
the funding requirements are in excess of $15 000
per year. Last year we were unable to employ a
student, but this year we “lucked-out” as we have
recently hired Sara Belontz, a 3rd year university
student (Wilfred Laurier University) from Waterloo
Ontario.
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Sara: First Day on the Job

Photo by Crystal Farquharson

Sara will work as a Summer Program Facilitator for
YFBTA from May until the end of August. She is
working on an Environmental Studies degree. She
anticipates researching wildlife policy in the Yukon
later in the year prior to her return to complete the
fourth year of her program. She further
contemplates a Master’s program in Forest and
Parks planning.
Her employment with YFBTA provides her first
experience working in classrooms. As a result of
partnering, Sarah will be working in Saltcoats,
Churchbridge and Dr. Brass schools in the region.
We thank the administrators and staff of those
schools for the interest they are taking in YFBTA.
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Owlets in Distress
YFBTA member Walter Karau

The weather on the evening of 23 June, 2013 turned
out to be very nasty. The temperature was in the
mid-teens along with intermittent heavy rain
accompanied by strong gusty winds making it feel
much colder than the actual temperature. Martha
and I had just settled down in front of the TV to
watch the evening news when the telephone rang.
The call was from Fred Hussy, a friend and
neighbour, who was on duty as a volunteer at the
local Churchbridge Camp Ground. He was asking
our advice as to what could be done to prevent two
young owlets from dying of hypothermia. The
owlets were at the base of a spruce tree housing
their nest. They were huddled together and
standing in a puddle of water a few inches deep.
Not sure ourselves what to do, Martha decided to
contact Rob Wilson, whom she thought may have
more experience in this sort of situation . Rob
provided contact information for the Wildlife
Rehabilitation Society.

We departed hoping our activity had not caused the
parent owls to abandon the owlets.
The next day the owls were still in the nest and we
could see the adults although they were at some
distance which prevented identification. A few days
later a second check revealed that the owlets had
left their nest. We found only one of the pair. It was
on a horizontal tree limb, near the ground and in
dense undergrowth just across the road from the
nest. We optimistically assumed that the other owlet
was safely concealed nearby.

Martha was advised to attempt to avoid human
contact. If contact is necessary, gloves should be
worn to minimize human scent which could result in
rejection of the young by their parents.
Armed with Martha’s findings, I accompanied Fred
back to the Camp Ground where we found the
situation unchanged. The owlets were still standing,
huddled, in a pool of water. Why wouldn’t they
move out of the water?
Upon seeing an adult owl flying about in the
distance, we concluded that the owlets had not been
abandoned by their parents. The owlets seemed to
be too immature to have fledged. Fred and I
reasoned that they might have been blown out of the
nest.
The nest was not that high off of the ground - eight
or nine feet. Putting on a pair of gloves I jumped into
the back of the truck and directed Fred into position
directly under the nest. While this was taking place
the young owlets, although not too happy with our
activity, did not move. After putting on gloves Fred
handed me the owlets, one at a time and I placed
them in the nest.
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Short-eared owlets
Photo by Brian Basken

Although we tried numerous times, we were
unable to get a quality photograph of the owls’
something that would have helped with
identification. A neighbour, Brian Basken,
obtained some excellent photos of owlets and the
adults but we still struggled with the identification of
the species.
It just so happened our son-in-law, Ken Weese , was
passing through when we received an email from
Brian with owl photos. Like Martha and I, he was
not sure of the species. He was however confident
that a friend, Cody Grey, of Drayton Valley Alberta
would know. As a result he emailed Brian’s photos
to Cody. Cody came back with an identification of
the owls as being Short-eared Owls.
If you don’t agree let me know.
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Walter (Wally) and Martha Karau
YFBTA member Walter Farquharson

He frequently called us to be aware of how
differently some issues looked from another’s
perspective.
Passion and purpose, honesty, a powerful sense of
community, combined with good humour and a
readiness for fun have marked Wally and Martha’s
involvement within YFBTA. They will always be part
of our organization.
We wish them life with love, purpose and laughter as
they become established in their new home.

The Nature of Nesting
(taken from Garden West April 2014)

YFBTA will miss them
Photo by YFBTA member Martha Karau

On March 11, 2013, several YFBTA members
gathered at Melrose Place in Yorkton to bid farewell
to Wally and Martha Karau of Churchbridge as they
prepared to leave the area for their new home in
Cochrane, Alberta.
This hardworking, enthusiastic and fun-loving couple
have been involved in the organization and work of
YFBTA from its inception. They brought their love for
nature and their concern for the development of
eco-tourism in the area. Both were key organizers
for several of the YFBTA symposiums, for the
hosting of Nature Saskatchewan, for organizing and
facilitating the program involving our summer
student facilitator with local schools and community
day camps and excursions.






the largest nest of any bird on record is that of
the bald eagle (3m/10’ wide and 6m/20’ high)
Hummingbirds build the smallest nests (2X2cm )
Robins are one of the first birds to lay eggs
each spring. They have two or three broods
each year and for each one they build a new
nest.
A well-planned backyard habitat will provide
nesting sites and material to aid birds in their
nesting efforts. Plant evergreen coniferous trees
and shrubs and create areas where deadfall is
allowed to remain in your yard.

Note: If a nestling falls from its nest, it should be left
alone, at least initially. If it is clearly not ready to fly,
you can then return it to the nest.

With consummate skill, Martha made several quilts,
the raffling of which contributed greatly to our
fund-raising. Martha was also one of the kitchen
managers for YFBTA’s production of perogies,
Christmas cakes and puddings. Wally was also part
of that production crew and always a willing “go-for”.
For most of the years of our operation as YFBTA,
Martha has been our efficient and wise treasurer
and has organized many newsletter mail-outs. At
Board meetings Wally often reminded us of parts of
our mandate we were neglecting, and he maintained
a keen sense of our need as an organization to have
friends and neighbours on side.
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Bohemian Waxwing
Photo by Jake Basken
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What’s Flying Around?
YFBTA member Don Weidl

As kids growing up in small town Saskatchewan, my
sisters and I would often be allowed to play in the
yard after dark in the summertime. Besides trying to
catch fireflies, we would borrow Dad’s fish dip net
and take a few swings at a pair of bats that were
flying through the yard. As hard as we tried, we
were never successful in capturing the “flying mice”.
Little did I know then, that 25 years later, as a
wildlife technician for an environmental consulting
firm, I would still be trying to catch bats.

The oldest wild bat yet recorded lived through 32
summers, and even many bats in Saskatchewan are
thought to live for ten years.
Of the twenty species of bats found in Canada, the
following eight species are known to occur in
Saskatchewan: Long-eared Bat, Northern Bat,
Western Small-footed Bat, Little Brown Bat, Eastern
Red Bat, Hoary Bat, Silver-haired Bat and Big Brown
Bat.2 Of these, the Little Brown Bat, Hoary Bat,
Eastern Red Bat and Silver-haired Bat are the
species most encountered by people.

Bats – the very word conjures up images of evil,
witchcraft, and sorcery. They actively search out
and terrorize people, particularly ladies with curly
hair – or so the word of legends has it.1 Today we
know that many species of animals, such as bats,
have received a bad rap.
Bats constitute nearly one-quarter of all known
mammalian species in the world. They are
nocturnal furbearing animals which feed their young
milk produced in mammary glands. Bats are the
only mammals to have achieved true flight and, thus,
have many unique features. The bones of the hand
are elongated to support the thin double membrane
of skin which forms the wings. In most cases, there
is also a membrane between the hind legs and the
tail. This arrangement provides for amazing
maneuverability, so that most bats are more adept at
flying than many birds.1

Photo by YFBTA member Don Weidl

The navigational system of bats consists of a
highly-developed sonar or echo-location system.
Ultrasonic sound waves produced in rapid pulses
ranging from 20 to more than 500 pulses per second
are bounced off objects around the bat.
Interpretation of the returning sound waves allows
the bat to determine the distance, speed, direction,
texture, and size of an object. Bats, unlike most
types of small mammals, have small litters. The
high energy requirements for flight limit most female
bats to having only one offspring a year. However,
bat populations can reach high numbers because
they live for many years.

So besides being unique mammals, why should we
care about bats? In some parts of the world, bats
pose a public health problem because of their
involvement in the direct or indirect transmission of
rabies; however, this is not the case in Canada.4 A
typical colony of Little Brown Bats can consume up
to 50 kg of insects during one summer. An
individual Little Brown Bat has been reported
catching and consuming 900 insects in a single
hour!1 It can be said that most people dislike insects
more than bats; therefore, bat consumption of insects could be looked at as a very positive thing for
people.
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Eastern Red Bat

This page is sponsored by Cherrydale Golf and Campground
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During my work as a wildlife technician in
Saskatchewan, I was fortunate to be involved with
several environmental impact studies for proposed
wind energy projects. One of the environmental
concerns identified with wind turbines is their
impacts on migrating birds and bats. Under the
Environmental Assessment Act, the Provincial
Government requires wind development companies
to conduct pre- and post impact assessments on
wind energy projects. Presently, wind projects in
Saskatchewan have been constructed near Gull
Lake, Swift Current, and west of Moosomin. Other
projects have been proposed for other areas in
Saskatchewan.

One of the theories why bats are killed by wind
turbines is that they are attracted to the tower
structures. Bats mate during fall migration with
copulation occurring while animals are suspended.
It is thought that the bats might be trying to land on
the blades of the turbine to mate. However, as they
approach the moving blades, the bats are not killed
by impacts with the blades but by trauma resulting
from sudden changes in air pressure that occurs
near a fast-moving blade. The majority of bat
specimens collected during the environmental
assessments that I was involved with, were found to
be in good shape (see attached figure), which could
support the above theory.

Since bats are nocturnal, how does one begin to
assess impacts due to the development of wind
power? Thanks to technology and the fact that bats
use an echo-location system for catching insects
and to some extent navigating, several types of “bat
detectors” have been developed. Prior to project
approval and construction, these instruments are set
up at proposed wind development locations to
determine numbers and species of bats that are
using or migrating through the area. This
information can be used to determine the risk to bats
if the wind farm is built. If risks are determined to be
very high, adjustments to the project can be made
prior to environmental approval and construction.

In summary, we still need to learn more about bat
species, especially populations in Saskatchewan. In
2013, under the federal Species at Risk Act (SARA),
the Little Brown Bat was listed as “Endangered”. In
the last 6 years in northeastern United States and
eastern Canada, bat populations have been reduced
by 75%. This has been attributed to the White-nose
Syndrome (WNS) which is a fungus that likely came
from Europe. Although Little Brown Bats do not
seem to be negatively impacted by wind turbine
projects, due to their overall vulnerability, continued
environmental assessment should be conducted.

Are bats vulnerable to impacts with wind turbines?
Although bats have a sophisticated echo-location
system and, contrary to popular belief, relatively
well-developed vision, bat mortality due to wind
turbine projects is a concern.4 Research has
shown that bats are more vulnerable to impacts with
wind turbines during their fall migration period. This
usually occurs in Saskatchewan during August and
September. Males, females and young of the year
migrate to winter areas at this time. During mortality
surveys conducted beneath wind turbines in
Saskatchewan, Hoary Bats, Silver-haired Bats and
Eastern Red Bats have been found. Compared to
other wind turbine projects in North America, bat
mortality in Saskatchewan appears to be about
mid-range.

Page 5

1. Bats of Alberta “the real story…” 1994. Alberta
Environment Protection. Alberta Agriculture, Food
and Rural Development. Edmonton, Alberta.
2. A Guide to Saskatchewan Mammals. W.H.Beck.
1958. Special Publication No. 1 Saskatchewan
Natural History Society. Regina, Saskatchewan.
3. Mammals of Alberta. D.L. Pattie and C.Fisher.
1999. Lone Pine Publishing. Edmonton, Alberta.
4. Handbook of Canadian Mammals 2 Bats.
C.G.van Zyll de Jong. 1985. National Museum of
Natural Sciences. National Museums
Don Weidl is a retired Environmental Consultant
and Nature Saskatchewan and Yellowhead Flyway
Birding Trail Association member.
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Bobolinks
YFBTA members Gloria and Dave Herron

New Nature Saskatchewan Electronic
Newsletter now Available
Nature Saskatchewan has its own electronic
newsletter! Sign up for the e-newsletter mailing list
by filling out and submitting a short-contact
information form at
http://www.naturesask.ca/who-we-are/contact-us.
Nature Saskatchewan does not share its mailing list
with anyone.
If you wish to submit material for the e-newsletter,
please contact Ellen Bouvier, Nature Saskatchewan
Communications Manager at
ebouvier@naturesask.ca.

A Welcome Spring Arrival
Photo by Gloria Herron

This spring bird is unmistakable with its black breast,
white back and rump and yellow nape. The fall male
and female resemble Large Buffy sparrows with
striped crowns and backs. The bobolinks resides in
grassy hayfields, pastures, and/or clover alfalfa hay
fields. Their diet includes insects and seeds along
with different types of grain.

This e-newsletter will complement, not replace, the
popular quarterly Nature Views (comes with your
Nature Saskatchewan membership) that you
receive in the mail. It will allow time-sensitive news
items to reach you in a timely fashion between
issues.

Their song is a rich bubbling series of gurgling
phrases with each note a different pitch.
Most bobolink nests are on the ground in dense
grassy cover. Some nests are off the ground on
alfalfa plants. These nests are constructed at
heights of 6 to 12 inches. Nests consist of a loose
cup of grass and rootlets; they are very well hidden.
Nesting occurs during May and June. Fledglings
appear in June or July. The cream colored eggs are
spotted with brown, red and purple.
This year, in our hay fields, we spotted at least 8 to
10 bobolinks flying in amongst the hay. Bobolinks
only raise one brood in a season and have 4 to 7
eggs.
Bobolinks are very pretty birds that, sadly, are in
serious decline.
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At Rest: Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Photo by YFBTA member Kathy Morgan

If you have internet access, you can, if you wish,
receive email messages from YFBTA. You can also
receive an electronic copy of the 2014 newsletters
upon request.
Internet communication with members is not without
glitches. Unless contacted YFBTA has no way of
knowing if you are receiving emails and/or pdf
newsletters. If you want the emails and you suspect
that you are not receiving them, please contact
Lauretta (see bottom of page 8).
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Young Readers’ Corner
Sara Belontz and Saltcoats Students
Submitted by Crystal Farquharson

With a little nervousness, a lot of enthusiasm and a
good deal of competence, Sarah , as evidenced by
comments below, proved herself to “be a hit” with
the Grade One students.
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I like being around nature as much as I can. The one
day I was in the backyard and there were Cedar
Wax Wings near the apple tree. I decided I would
use my Mom’s camera and take some pictures. It
was pretty cool to watch them eat the apples.
Looking through the lens of the camera you could
really see how nice of a bird they really are. The
colouring of the cedar wax wing is impressive which
makes the bird very sharp looking.
Jake Basken (see ‘Waxwing’ photo on page 3)
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Reasons to think about
Light Pollution
---

Letters to the editor:
Dauphin Chimney Swifts

taken from
The Royal Astronomical Society of Canada

The multi-site team stared down all five chimney
rims in St. Adolphe last night + 0 birds in 4 sites; 3
migrants in the Church. On Wednesday the Church
had 0 swifts in it, so the local population had cleared
out before last night’s late-arriving birds roosted.
Yup, they are on the wing now.



We’ve had our best year ever with 3 sites
fledging 7 youngsters; 2 nest failures with the late
June-arriving swifts.
 Barb



My wife and I sat watching the Dauphin roost chimney tonight. We were eaten by mosquitoes, saw a
bat. When the full moon came up we left for home
having seen NO swifts use the roost.
I guess this means that summer is coming to an
end.
- Ken Wainright
Note: YFBTA received the emails (above) from fellow
birders who monitor swifts in Manitoba.

Looking for interest and/or help
Interested in:
Writing?
Editing?
Formatting?
Seeking contributors?

Contact: Rob Wilson

Decreased security

Bright lights produce blinding glare and black
shadows, making it difficult to see the ground and
one’s surroundings.
Wasteful = Excess harmful carbon dioxide

Wasted energy, money and natural resources
needlessly inflate carbon emissions. Light pollution
prevents the natural nighttime removal of air
pollutants which build up in the atmosphere during
the day.


Natural habitats: “ A night-lit habitat is a
habitat destroyed”

Light shining toward wetlands or any vegetated area
turns night into twilight. The lives of their
inhabitants - insects, amphibians and other species
are disrupted. Feeding, mating, egg laying and
survival of young suffer.


Song Birds

During nighttime migrations thousands of birds die
each year when they become disoriented, fly off
course and become exhausted or slam into glass
structures on buildings, plummeting to the ground.
Males may sing too early in the morning, reducing
reproductive success.


Health

Too much light at night disrupts our body’s circadian
rhythms and prevents production of melatonin.
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