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What’s flying
around….
John Andrew Sawkey
Leaving An Impression On All Of Us, And
Leaving A Legacy For Nature
- Marcel Pelletier John Andrew was born on May 5, 1938 in a little log house
where his parents, Paul & Lena Sawkey, had homesteaded.
He grew up on the farm, attended Chatsworth School and
graduated from Saltcoats High School in 1956. John Andrew
graduated from Saskatchewan Teacher’s College in 1957.
His first teaching position was as a grade 7 & 8 teacher at
Mortlach, Saskatchewan where he taught for two years. John
Andrew later attended the University of Manitoba graduating
in Arts & Science, and Education.
John Andrew was the youngest principal in Saskatchewan
when he became principal at MacNutt. He retained this
position for eleven years until he accepted a position of
principal of all three schools in Ituna, SK. During the last two
years in MacNutt, John wrote, with the help of his students,
“Those Were The Days” which was the history of MacNutt
and surrounding area. He had to retire after two years in
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John Andrew Sawkey With His Canine Companion
Max
Photo by Louise Woroschuk
Ituna due to severe complications which set in after a ruptured
appendix. Upon recovery, he resumed teaching in Kamsack
for one year and later St. Thomas Moore College in North
Battleford as a grade 10 Science and grade 11 English
teacher. John Andrew finally accepted a position as principal
of the Indian Head Elelmentary School which he held for
eleven years. A severe stroke forced him to retire from the
teaching profession permanently.
During his lifetime as principal in Indian Head, he adopted a
student at the school in 1980, Marcel Pelletier. John Andrew
and Marcel have always been very supportive of each other
during the years. Being a single parent, John Andrew and
Marcel had to take care of every aspect of life with each other.
The greatest pastime of both have been being together — and
travelling.
Retirement had provided John Andrew with a lot of time to
write and do some publishing. He wrote about social issues
and in particular, unfair laws. His letters and articles have
been published in a variety of publications.
John Andrew had a great concern for the disappearance of
wildlife and the deterioration of the environment during his life.
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Thousands of butterflies and birds which used to be
everywhere when he was a child had disappeared. He with
the help of Marcel, planted over 35,000 trees and shrubs
since 1994. His dream and hope has become a reality in that
the home quarter would be restored into a habitat for wildlife
with “Returning Back To Nature” as the motto and the home
quarter being renamed Sloughview Park. The Park name
being derived from the early pioneer’s name and Slough View
to identify the home quarter.
His constant companion was his dog Max, who loved to ride
in vehicles and go for a ride whenever possible. Together
they spent a lot of time walking, playing ball, and keeping
rabbits and deer away from the yard.
As a teacher, John Andrew had always tried to encourage his
students, even those who found it difficult in life, to have a
positive attitude. “You can achieve any goal if you believe you
can do it. If you don’t believe it can be done — you’re right, it
can’t be done.”
On July 21, 2011, John Andrew passed on to a new paradise,
and left the one he created here on earth for the rest of us to
enjoy.
Predeceased by his father, Paul; a nephew, Denton as well
as his loving canine companion, Max. John Andrew leaves to
cherish his memory, his adopted son Marcel, his mother,
Lena; one sister, Ann; two brothers, Paul Jr. and Dave
(Angie) Sawkey; as well as numerous nieces, nephews,
relatives and friends.

Success
To laugh often and much;
To win the respect of intelligent people
And the affection of children:
To earn the appreciation of honest critics
And endure the betrayal of false friends;
To appreciate beauty, to find the best in others;
To leave the world a bit better,
Whether by a healthy child,
A garden patch or a redeemed social condition;
To know even one life has breathed easier
Because you have lived.
This is to have succeeded.
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Sammy The Long-Eared Owl
- Cheryl Fraser My husband Norm and I live on a 10-acre patch of land just
west of Yorkton, surrounded by shelterbelt trees planted 30
years ago. We’ve often hosted nesting pairs of Horned Owls,
but it wasn’t until May of this year that we saw our first LongEared Owl. We ended up naming it Sammy.
Sammy was a bit over a foot tall, with very long pointy ears. It
liked to use our aging weeping birch tree along our driveway
as a daytime roost, snuggling up close to the main trunk. For
about three weeks, Norm and I would take our dog Fred for
his morning walk and Sammy would be sitting there in the
tree, almost as if it was waiting for us. Since owls are usually
nocturnal and quite shy in the daytime, we found this unusual
but pleasant at the same time.
Not owning a good enough camera to take Sammy’s picture
for this newsletter, I e-mailed Rob and Joan Wilson and
invited them, along with their camera, to take a picture of
Sammy. Unfortunately that was during the week before the
June 3-5 Nature Sask Spring Meet held in Saltcoats and the
Wilsons were too busy preparing for the event
I was an elementary teacher in Edmonton before I retired.
When I taught grade four, Owls In The Family by Farley
Mowat was an annual novel study. My students did research
on Saskatchewan owls and hence I learned that Long-Eared
Owls are talented fliers who feast mainly on voles, mice and
other rodents. Monogamous breeders who usually find an
old crow’s nest in which to lay their eggs, the female is
slightly larger than the male.

Sammy disappeared around the middle of June, having been
chased off the weeping birch by a very aggressive YellowBellied Sapsucker. Sammy and I discovered each other only
once more after that: the following weekend when I drove our
ancient tractor right past the spruce tree in which he was
resting. Hopefully he’ll be back during nesting time next
spring.
Photo Taken From http://myowls.tripod.com/page9.html
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Report On The Common Loons
Of Madge Lake For 2011
The Yellowhead Flyway Birding Trail Association (YFBTA) on
behalf of its partners, Nature Saskatchewan and Duck
Mountain Provincial Park, enrolled Madge Lake in Bird Studies
Canada’s (BSC) Canadian Lakes Loon Survey (CLLC)
for 2011. The program requests monitoring of Common
Loons during three critical periods during the months when
they inhabit the lake.
The first survey is attempted as soon as the ice is off Madge
Lake. This survey is to determine the number of established
territories. By mid-June pairs of loons are aggressively
defending the areas that they have chosen as potential
nesting areas. Loons are very territorial. This trait makes the
initial loon count relatively easy. In 2011 I was unsuccessful in
getting this initial survey organized and I therefore do not have
the hoped-for surveys or reports from Madge Lake loon
watchers. Surveys in previous years have revealed eleven
territorial areas.
The second survey period is during the last week in June and
the first two weeks in July. Surveyors record all loons seen
particularly noting the number of chicks that have
hatched. Adult loons usually have one or two chicks, although
in 2010 one pair was observed with three chicks. This is the
most difficult survey because the adults often hide their chicks
in weedy areas as boats approach. This is why it is
particularly dangerous for nesting loons to have watercraft
traveling at high rates of speed close to the shore especially in
weedy areas. Surveyor’s estimated that nine chicks were
hatched on Madge Lake in 2011.
The third survey period occurs in late August or early
September. This survey is to determine the all-important
count of juvenile loons. The juveniles are the new members of
the Madge Lake loon population that have survived the
dangers of summer. These birds will be attempting their first
migration.
Adult loons feed their young for eleven weeks
following chick-hatching. Juvenile loons are not flying during
the period that they are fed by their parents. It is therefore
important to obtain these numbers prior to the end of the
eleven weeks in order that juvenile birds seen on Madge Lake
are not confused with juvenile birds that may have been
hatched on other water bodies in the park. Surveyors found
seven juveniles on Madge Lake in 2011.
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It is my understanding that the adult birds migrate prior to the
juveniles. The juveniles must, toward the end of the summer
and into the early fall, feed themselves and await the
development of their flight feathers which are essential to
their migration effort.
How the juveniles are able to
accomplish their first migration is, for me, one of nature’s
great mysteries. The juvenile birds attempt their migration
two to four weeks after the adults.
It is also my
understanding that young birds do not necessarily attempt a
northern spring migration until they are ready to attempt
breeding which will not occur until they are three or four years
of age. This is why it is vital to continue observing, recording
and reporting juvenile loons on Madge lake. A decline in loon
numbers might not be noticed until four or five years after an
actual decline.
YFBTA extends a thank you to Madge Lake Provincial Park
for its continued membership in the loon survey
partnership.
YFBTA was pleased to learn that the
recreational staff ran a loon-education program as one of
their summer activities. YFBTA also extends thanks to the
following for interest taken and for providing record of
sightings:









Doug & Doug and Nancy Welykholowa
Lyndon, Mary Ellen Carlson and Doreen Chicilo
Ron Blechinger and family
Barb and Doug Elsasser
Bob and Margaret Graham
Al and Bernice Makowsky
Rob Wilson
The Benson family

Here is a summary of counts to date:
Year
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011

Juveniles
07
09
08
07
13
13
07

YFBTA has, for a number of years, invited the Madge Lake
Cottage Owners’ Association to join the loon monitoring
partnership. We are hopeful that this may happen someday
soon.
Rob Wilson

This page is sponsored by Cherrydale Golf and Campground.
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Shy Northern Cardinal Visits Yorkton:
Christine Blazieko
I have been observing birds with my family since I was a little
girl. We have always had an array of bird identification books
at hand to assist with our sightings, and I do understand how
unusual it is to have a Northern Cardinal in our area.
Therefore, I also understand how important it is to get as
much proof as possible.
I awoke on August 12, 2011 to a beautiful, but very unusual
bird song. I listened for a while, then decided I’d better head
outside to see if I could SEE the bird. I made sure to grab my
digital voice recorder which I had purchased not long before. I
recorded a couple of the bird’s calls before it moved farther
away. Unfortunately, I never got to see the bird. I heard it
once more on the 14th of August, but was unable to locate it.
Our area has plenty of mature trees in it, including spruce,
elm and poplar so it can be a challenge spotting birds in the
dense foliage!
I was fairly excited about the bird call even before I knew
what it was, so I took the voice recorder with me to my folks’
place and had them listen. They have considerable birding
experience and I thought it may be a call they were familiar
with. My Mom pulled out her CD with birdsongs on it and we
discovered a match with the Northern Cardinal! When I
returned home, I also checked the Cornell allaboutbirds.org
website and matched the song on there as well. Too bad I
never got another chance to actually view the bird!

The Northern Cardinal is a very striking bird, the males being
bright red with crested heads. The females, also crested, are
a dull yellowish-brown with their beaks, wing feathers and
tails tinged with red. They are of the same family as
sparrows, and fall into the songbird and seed-eater
categories. They prefer dense foliage and tend to sit low in
the trees and forage on the ground. Most maps will include
them in the Eastern parts of Canada and Eastern,
Midwestern and Southern parts of the United States. The
song is described in Golden Field Guides Birds of North
America as “a repetition of loud slurred whistles”, lasting 5-10
minutes. Most people would recognize the image of the bird
commonly being used on Christmas cards, and other winter
themed pictures.
Editors Note: Gloria and Dave Heron of Bredenbury took the
photograph.
Our friend Trevor Herriot when consulted
indicated that he believed the bird in the photograph to be a
juvenile Red Cardinal. This suggested that a pair of cardinals
produced offspring this summer in the Yorkton region. Other
friends, Sheldon and Jean Knoll of Yorkton saw and
photographed what they believe to be a Red Cardinal in their
yard. Unfortunately the photograph reveals only the back
portion of the bird exiting the frame.

Owls In Our Lives

- Jean & Ron Ingbritson -

Photo Credit: Jean Ingbritson
We discovered the nest in late April. The parents had been
here from about January 2011. From the time we noticed the
nest we had been watching a pair of owlets as they grew.
One flew from the nest in May 2011. It returned to the nest
for a few days following that first flight, then one day it
disappeared. The nest had blown down but the sibling was
still sitting in the same tree near the former nest location. We
think that the adult owls were feeding it.
Page 4
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Greater Sage Grouse:
One of Our Most Spectacular Birds
May Soon Be Gone
Trevor Herriot, Conservation Director,
Nature Saskatchewan

At a minimum, we need a national moratorium on
development of any kind in Greater Sage-grouse habitat,
including existing leks, former leks and known nesting and
foraging areas used in recent decades.
Taken from Nature Saskatchewan’s
Saskatchewan” (Fall 2010/2011)

“Stewards

of

Saskatchewan and Alberta now hold the last surviving
Greater Sage-grouse population in Canada, a total of
perhaps fewer than 200 birds and falling fast. Some are
predicting that the Canadian population will be extirpated
(extinct in a geographical region) in the next two to five years.
Biologist Mark Boyce, who has studied the species since
1977, says that the Alberta population is being driven out by
unrestrained gas development.
Saskatchewan is
experiencing the same effect in the southwestern corner of
the province. According to Boyce and his co-researchers,
sage grouse will not come within 1.9 kilometres of an oil or
gas well.
In southern Alberta’s and southwestern
Saskatchewan’s remaining sage flats, that does not leave the
bird with much habitat. There also is the effect of the roads
and power lines built by the resource industry in sage grouse
land. Boyce recently stated that this effect has been known
for five years, but government is failing or refusing to do
anything about it.
In 2008, Nature Saskatchewan joined together with the
Alberta Wilderness Association, Nature Alberta, the
Federation of Alberta Naturalists, the Grasslands Naturalists,
and the Alberta Wilderness Committee to work with
Ecojustice, Canada’s leading non-profit organization of
lawyers and scientists devoted to protecting the environment.
On behalf of these groups, EcoJustice took the federal
government to court for not protecting the Greater Sagegrouse from habitat loss.
In July 2009, the court made its decision. A federal court
judge ruled that the federal Minister of the Environment, Jim
Prentice, broke the law by refusing to identify critical habitat
(areas considered to be necessary for the survival of the
species) in a recovery plan for the endangered Greater Sagegrouse. This is a clear statement for the protection of species
at risk in Canada, and should have forced the government to
take steps to protect critical habitat from destruction for the
sage grouse. Unfortunately, nothing has been done by any
level of government in Saskatchewan, Alberta or Canada.
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Photo Credit: Joan Wilson

It Was A Blue Flag Day!
Joan Wilson
During the YFBTA Spring Symposium, I was fortunate to be
able to share some of our wild flower photos with the group.
In the discussion after the presentation one of the members,
Kenn Wood, mentioned that he had seen wild irises (iris
versicolour) south of Sheho. I was immediately curious and
anxious to see these irises! When June was in full swing, I
traveled over to Sheho with the Maiers and at an intersection
south of Sheho, we found irises! Not just a couple but lots!
We danced around in glee as we found more irises!
I contacted Anna Leighton who was working on a book about
lilies, irises and orchids. She was able to travel to the area
and see the flowers. She was certain that the irises were
indeed wild iris versicolour. This new location was reported
in the book recently published by Nature Sask: “Flora of
Saskatchewan – Lilies, Irises & Orchids” by Vernon L. Harms
and Anna Leighton.
Avid native plant photographers and others traveled to see
the glorious flowers in bloom. The Maiers were kind enough
to take the Jowseys over to see the flowers in bloom. They
just about ran down the hill in amazement to see the irises.
Jim could only remember seeing them on one or two
occasions. But we have to remember his words from
“Wildflowers Across The Prairies”: “This plant is rare in
Saskatchewan, and should be rigidly protected.”
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Kelsey Ecological Society Holds Fall
Lecture
- Lisa Stearns The Kelsey Ecological Society sponsored an informative
lecture on October 26, 2011 in the Preeceville Town Office.
The presentor was Cecil Machnee, a teacher and historian
from Canora, who spoke on the Trading Forts of the Upper
Assiniboine. He and his family have been exploring the area
southeast of Sturgis, Saskatchewan for many years and have
discovered artifacts that prove the location of the forts and
give indications of the way of life at the time.
Historical accounts indicate settlement of Fort Hibernia and
Fort Alexandria began in approximately 1770 and lasted into
the1840’s with the establishment of trading posts by the rival
companies, The Northwest Trading Company and the
Hudson Bay Company.
The location of the forts allowed for two transportation routes.
The shorter route was on the river system to Hudson Bay and
then across to Europe. The second route was down the many
rivers and waterways to Montreal and then across the Atlantic
Ocean to Europe.
The voyageurs took many types of furs from North America,
but the most sought after was the beaver pelt, which was
felted and used to make beaver hats.
Given the purpose and context of the forts, Mr. Machnee has
pieced together what everyday life was like for both the
European and First Nation traders at the time. He has
discovered and collected artifacts that suggest these forts
were successful communities that grew massive gardens with
many types of produce and had an abatoire and meat
processing facility that could hang several dozen carcasses
of the game that was so plentiful in the area. The finding of
glass beads from Venice, Italy suggest that there were crafts
people present as well. Mr. Machnee gave an interesting
overview of life in the forts.
The second half of the presentation was an exhibition of
artifacts found from the site. He stressed that none of the
items were excavated, but found on the surface. Every year
new items are found as the land is farmed and items are
brought to the surface. He has found items whose use was
for food production, craft and goods production, hunting
(musket parts and ammunition), as well as trapping. Cecil is
also an artist and had on hand some drawings that rendered
what he felt the forts looked like in their operating days.
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Letters:
June 6, 2011
Congratulations and thanks to all those hardworking Saltcoatsians who hosted a wonderful meet the past three days. Excellent food, educational field trips and lots of good company
made it a really enjoyable time. Your community is impressive. Organizing is hard work, I know, yet you have done it
three times in the last few years. What a plus for Nature Saskatchewan members like me. Please pass on my thanks to
the rest of your committee for a job well done.
Carol
PS The place mats done by local school children were a
lovely touch. Richard Gibson did a Barn Swallow on mine. If
you know him, please pass on my thanks.
Carol attended the Nature Saskatchewan Spring Meet that
was held in Saltcoats in June.
____________________
On behalf of YFBTA I would like to extend a word of appreciation to Gary Lewchuk, editor of “The Canora Courier” for a
most-excellent full-page article with lots of information (and
photos) about a pair of osprey that built a nest and raised a
family near the water treatment plant in Canora (Article
printed August 17, 2011).
Rob Wilson
____________________
Letter to the editor:
Note: YFBTA received 23 letters to the editor as a result of
Miss Wilson’s work as Program Coordinator for YFBTA while
in Esterhazy. Below is a letter from a young student, Hannah
Schlamp (unedited):
We learned about reptiles, small rodents, birds, and mammals. Ms. Willson tought us lots of things we got to tell stories and ask questions. My favorite thing was learning about
the reptiles and skulls, Ms. Willson brought two turtles and an
endangered salamander and we got to feed it worms. Ms.
Willson has an elk antlers and we got to run with it on our
heads like we were an elk, it was fun. . Willson brought an
owl and a duck that were stuffed. It was really cool.
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A Young Birder’s Fascination
With Eagles
- Katie Morgan -

Photo Credit: Pat & Clarence Bischop

A “Royal” (Blue) Bird Sighting
- Pat & Clarence Bischop We had many unusual bird sightings on our deck feeder in
the last two years or so. This spring we saw this royal blue
bird and were able to grab a few photos. We quickly looked
things up and decided we had seen an Indigo Bunting. I forwarded the photo to Trevor Herriot who agreed that it was
likely an Indigo Bunting but could also be an even more rare
bird which would be a Blue Grosbeak. We anxiously hoped
for a reappearance so that we could compare the specs on
the two species but we haven't seen it again. This is the information on both species so you may also make your best
guess. The photos lean towards the Blue Grosbeak but that
would be very rare. There was no evidence of a female.
Check for the wing bands and the beak to help you decide
which bird you think it is.
Indigo Bunting:
-5 1/2 inch long - sparrow size
-male - brilliant turquoise
-breeds from southern Saskatchewan east to New Brunswick
and south -Indigo Buntings have no blue pigment, they are
actually black, but the light diffraction through the feathers
makes them appear blue
Blue Grosbeak:
-6-7 1/2 inches slightly larger than a house sparrow -male dark blue with 2 chestnut wing bars and a stout, dark bill breeds from California, Colorado and beyond further east and
south
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Photo Credit: Cam Morgan

Bluebird Nesting Box Trail - Barb Elasser
I had 26 houses out , 18 along highway 369, and the rest on
our own land . This year I had quite a surprise. When I went
to clean out the boxes five of them were occupied by mice, so
it was hard to tell who had occupied the nest before. I didn't
find any eggs left in nests this year, or any dead birds. One
house was totally destroyed; all that was left was the back of
the house on a fence post. The box beside this one had also
been knocked down but at least was still intact and had
the traces of a blue bird nest. Two houses had their lids
knocked off and inside were the remains of bluebird nests.
Another house was knocked off completely and it had the
remains of a tree swallow nest. Two houses had wren nests
and two were unoccupied. All in all, I believe I had eleven
bluebird nests and ten tree swallow nests. I did not check the
houses during the summer but noticed several bluebirds at or
near them in early July. I also heard bluebirds around our
yardsite and flying over. This fall, after I cleaned and repaired
the houses I put up six new ones along the highway on the
community pasture fence. This is where I see most of the
bluebird activity in July.
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YFBTA Summer Student Facilitators
For two years now YFBTA has hired student facilitators (Nancy Kennedy
in 2010 and Shevon Wilson in 2011) who successfully led six weeks of
nature-centred day camps and who have, through the months of May
and June, worked with many students and teachers within the Good
Spirit School Division providing educational opportunities in areas of
nature awareness and ecology. Significant fund-raising has been
essential for the program’s success. Last year we engaged in a very
successful production and sale of Christmas Cakes (light and dark),
Christmas Puddings, and perogies. We are doing so again this year. To
order cakes, puddings or perogies, please contact Joan Farquharson @
(306) 744-2214 or Martha Karau @ (306) 896-2660. And, remember that
cash donations ear-marked for the summer student program are always
welcomed.

The Last Word
It is with a heavy heart and very wet eyes that I sit in front of my
dad’s computer to type the last words of this newsletter. This
newsletter has been a form of therapy for me as it was for my dad
as he fought his battle with declining health. Although I had some
obstacles to overcome with taking on this challenge, I have felt the
presence and strength of my dad in giving me the courage to
continue with a very important part of his life so that we can all
continue to find the comfort and support in a common interest.
I will not deny that in the past, I sometimes found myself to be very
frustrated in the time my dad spent working on these newsletters.
My main concern was always for his health and other priorities that
he had at the time. Although it has taken some time, I can now fully
appreciate his commitment to this newsletter, the readers, and most
importantly, friends and members of the Yellowhead Flyway Birding
Trail Association. I want to take this time to personally thank each
and every one of you for giving my dad a sense of purpose during a
time when he was living a life most of us probably would not have
wanted to live, much less be looked upon to do a job so perfectly.
I have had the good fortune of learning many things in 31 years
during the time I spent with my dad. He had many students, but for
me, I was always in the classroom sitting at the front. The very first
thing I was ever taught was a quote, “It’s better to have bad luck,
than no luck at all.” This truly did apply to my dad as he relates to all
of us. We may have been unlucky to have lost him, but we would
never had any luck at all if we had never known him.

The service for my father was directed by our very own YFBTA
member Walter Farquharson and I am thankful for everything
Walter has been able to contribute to this newsletter, my dad and
myself, both past and present. During the service, Walter spoke of
and referred to an apple tree that bears fruit each year, and will
continue to bear fruit for years to come. I cannot thank Walter
enough for the inspiration he has provided me in moving on in life
without my father, but also for the inspiration to sit down and
become a part of this organization and its newsletter. I hope that the
apple tree will continue to bear much fruit.
The second personal thank you I must extend is to the editor of this
newsletter, Rob Wilson. I had previously spoken with Rob on rare
occasions, and those conversations usually revolved around our
interest in motorcycles. Out of respect for Rob and my dad, I left the
discussions of this newsletter and YFBTA to them, the true experts. I
have felt a true sense of honour to have gotten to know Rob on a
much more personal level since the loss of my father and I am
grateful for having been given the opportunity to become involved
with YFBTA. I have enjoyed Rob’s assistance in opening a new
circle of friends to me.
The third word of thanks I would like to give is to the members of
YFBTA who have all had a significant role in my life since the loss of
my father. To those members that came out to Sloughview Park to
visit, to those that prepared the lunch after the funeral service, and
to my neighbours, some of whom are also members, who so
graciously opened their hearts and home to me during a time when
they knew the importance of not allowing me to be left alone.
My final thank you goes again to each and every member and
reader of this newsletter. As stated previously, you gave a reason to
my dad to continue his health battles in order to present everyone
with a very worthwhile piece of reading material. In one of his last
newsletters, my father wrote, “I would again like to thank all those
who have encouraged me during the past few months. Members of
the birding group have been my major source of support.”
Today, these words of my father live in me.
Sincerely,
Marcel Pelletier.

Memberships and Renewals
Martha Karau
Phone (306) 896 2660
Box 403 Churchbridge, SK S0A 0M0
marwal @sasktel.net
Photos, Letters, Articles for Publication:
Rob Wilson : rjwilson@sasktel.net
Phone : (306) 744 8140

Editor : Rob Wilson
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