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The Power of Synergy
Rob Wilson

June 11, Walter Farquharson and I drove to Preeceville to
hear Wes Olson from the Grasslands National Park. Wes
spoke about “The Ecological Role of Bison on the
Landscape”. Wes’s informative and inspirational presentation
motivated me to purchase his book Portraits of the Bison
wherein I found a sentence that resonates in my mind:
“Every time I experience these little things, I treasure them
and I give silent thanks to the people who had the foresight to
protect the last remnants of this magnificent species” (p. ix).
The “little things” to which Wes referred were hundreds of
actions and behaviours of the bison that have engaged his
attention throughout most of his life.

This sentence set me to thinking about our Trail Association.
Recently, I have written a couple of editorials that suggest
that collective action be taken to procure land that could be
used as a living museum. Such land would be held in public
trust to ensure accessibility by all. My idea is that the parcel
would be sufficiently large to provide sustainable habitat for
prairie plants and animals. Perhaps these ideas are fantasy.
There is little public interest and therefore little political

interest. Our YFBTA, comprised of volunteers and
supporters, does not have the resources for such an initiative.
I take some solace from the quote above. Perhaps, by
sketching an idea and by providing reminders, sufficient
energy will accrue to move the idea toward a future reality.

YFBTA currently enjoys status much enhanced since its
inception in 2003. Our membership, initially numbered in
dozens, is 109. The Board is tremendously pleased with the
progress we have made as we have worked to achieve our
strategic goals for 2010 – the most prominent goal being the
engagement of a summer student. The Board is also greatly
pleased with the excellent programs which our facilitator,
Nancy Kennedy has provided throughout May, June, July and
August in Saltcoats, Churchbridge and Esterhazy.

I state this in an effort to convince you that your membership
in YFBTA has been vital to the programs and activities that
have occurred in 2010. Since 2003 we have enjoyed support
from some who have not chosen to remain with us and
support from some who continue to renew their association
each year. We have attracted some members from outside
our region. Many of you, I believe, applaud our efforts as
volunteers who share common goals and choose to work at
achieving those goals. Some who cannot participate locally

Ruffed Grouse Drumming
Photo by Rob Wilson
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want to support and encourage the efforts of those who are
more actively engaged. Through the memberships and
through many supportive gestures YFBTA successfully
garnered the financial resources necessary to support a
summer student. You can learn about this program in this
newsletter.

YFBTA has, as part of its goals, a desire to see the protection
and preservation of the natural resources necessary to
ensure the continued survival of our native plants and
animals. As a collective, YFBTA works to achieve that which
Wes applauds, “protection of last remnants”. Wes, continuing
with his focus on the bison, writes “Over a period of forty
years, the once-huge herds were reduced to scattered,
isolated and very small groups.” Sadly, this is a prophetic
description of most of this region’s grassland birds. It is also
the final step before extirpation.

This is gloomy – let’s return to the original quote above.
YFBTA is working in the areas of advocacy, education and
tourism. Our programs encourage those with an interest to
visit our trails and our communities. If we can maintain the
membership and the support that we now enjoy and if we can
continue to grow modestly we can make a significant
contribution to the protection of our local prairie remnants. I
think that we can and I believe that we will.

Through our Summer Student Initiative, YFBTA has

accomplished goals that could not have been attained by any

individual. This program illustrates well the power of synergy.

As 2010 draws to a close and future opportunities of 2011

begin to glimmer, stay with us. We aren’t done yet.

Reflection - Walter Farqhuarson

Within the YFBTA we have often said that we needed to
engage more young people in the enjoyment of the natural
world and in concern for environmental stewardship. I believe
that was one of the main reasons why members of the
organization supported the idea of having a summer student
to work in area schools during May and June and to be
responsible for a series of Nature Day Camps in July and
August.

Joan and I and Martha and Wally Karau, with some help from
Janet Scholz, offered to provide the student with board and
room as part of our contribution to YFBTA and this program.
Nancy Kennedy has been a wonderful resource person and
those of us who hosted her have found in her a good friend
and thoughtful guest. It is hard to believe that, as I write this
article, only two weeks remain until the program’s conclusion.

As the coordinating committee and the YFBTA reflect on the
summer there will be many things to consider as we choose
whether or not to run the program again. Some of the factors
will have to do with area demographics and family and
community social realities about which many of us are just
beginning to get a new understanding.

Nancy was extremely popular with the children and young
people she worked with. Some have indicated that they not
only have a new appreciation of the natural world but also an
awareness that there may be career possibilities in that area
and courses of study that would be attractive to them.

Funding a program such as we ran this summer will always
be challenging. We could have charged a fee but we wanted
to have the program accessible to children whose means are
limited or whose parents might not see it as a priority. If we
are to run this or a similar program in the future, we will need
to secure corporate grants and help from community groups
and service clubs. However it seems to me that if we are to
claim this as a YFBTA program we need the financial backing
of our own membership. Perhaps we even have members,
or friends, willing to endow such a program. Perhaps more
would be willing to underwrite the cost of one week of the
program. Seeking a student for less time would seriously
limit the number interested in the job of program facilitator as
most post-secondary students seek a four month term of
employment.

It is my hope that many will choose to make their thoughts
about the program and its future known. Please consider
writing a letter or sending an e-mail to either our President,
Lauretta, or our secretary, Rob. Now is the time to offer your
wisdom as the YFBTA will need to chart its way for next year
early in this fall season.

YFBTA Summer Programs a Hit
Stephen Farquharson

The summer student programs sponsored by the YFBTA
were greatly appreciated in several areas. This spring, Miss
Kennedy came to several local schools and conducted
lessons and field trips with the students. The sessions were
fun and informative, and the students looked forward to Miss
Kennedy’s next visits.

Once summer holidays were here, the Summer Camps
scored big points with parents and students alike. Our kids
looked forward to going to the camp, and came back excited
about what they had learned or done each day. Katelyn
enjoyed learning about frogs and how they survived the
winters by digging holes in the mud in the lake. Jessica
learned a lot about the life cycles of turtles. Both of the girls
adored Miss Kennedy!

Continued Page 3 ...
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This page is sponsored by Cherrydale Golf and Campground.

As parents, it was a good feeling to send the kids off for a few
hours a day for what we knew would be productive and
enjoyable time for them. (We didn’t mind the break from the
kids either!)

Thank you to the YFBTA for providing such a valuable service
and program to our communities. Hopefully this was the
beginning of an annual program!

New Life to an Old Farmyard
Gordon and Terry Gendur

A “no longer in use” dugout used to be a part of our farmland
and over the years it had become a discreet place to store
items not currently in use. Over a further period of time a
tangle of plants grew among the discards. Eventually the
dugout disappeared from view. One day while inspecting the
area Terry noticed some beautiful yellow birds (species
unknown – perhaps Yellow Warblers or Goldfinches?). The
sight of these birds triggered childhood memories within
Gordon. He told Terry about families of ducks observed at this
very spot during his youth. Terry suggested a cleanup and
rejuvenation of the old dugout. This proved to be a significant
suggestion and a major improvement to the old farmyard
appearance.

Thus began a two year process of systematically removing or

burning materials which had been scattered over many years

along the margins of the dugout. During this same period

Gordon researched organic farming and developed a strong

interest in natural systems. Two creek beds snake across the

land. This particular part of the farm comprises approximately

ten percent of its arable surface. Gordon reflected on the

years of struggle with forces of nature as he tried to produce

grain along these waterways. In bad years the battle was

fought at high cost with herbicides and while efforts were

sometimes rewarded, they were also, on too many occasions

nullified by wet springs or summer rains. Gord decided to let

nature take care of future management of these low areas.

He let the creek beds return to their natural state.

Farming practises have now changed as we experiment with

organic strategies. We notice an intriguing balance between

lower yields and lower input costs. Since the dugout cleanup

we also note a return of birds to the farm. We take great

pleasure in our monitoring of families of ducks that will

hopefully be raised each year in our rejuvenated dugout.

With Terry's creative input, part of the dugout restoration
program (in addition to a cleanup of its margins) included a
flowering perennial bed. Lilacs and hollyhocks were planted.
The farm began to reveal increased sightings of ravens,
hummingbirds, yellow goldfinches and geese and last fall
Eagles were spotted circling the dugout.

We are attempting to adopt farming practices that are

sustainable. We delight in increased wildlife sightings around

the old farmyard and along the riparian areas of the creeks.

Although our son Jason and his family are currently overseas,

we believe that the natural areas and the wildlife are an

integral part of our farm legacy. As grandparents, our greatest

encouragement to work toward sustainability in harmony with

nature comes as a result of a discovery that our eight year old

granddaughter, Jenisa, is obsessed and delighted with all that

is wild. It may well come to pass that she will assume a term

as steward of this very land.

Gordon and Terry Gendur are from Yorkton,
Saskatchewan. Gordon is Principal at M.C. Knoll. Terry
works at Yorkdale Central School. They own farmland
near Otthon, Saskatchewan.

Hummmingbirds - Summer Guests
Photo by Doug Welykholowa
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YFBTA’s Bird Symposium - April 17

YFBTA Symposium with Trevor Herriot:
Grassland Bird Guru - Reflections from
Karen McIver

On April 17, 2010 I had the privilege of attending the
Yellowhead Flyway Birding Trail Association’s Annual
Symposium in Yorkton. Trevor Herriot began the event with a
picture slideshow and reading from his newest book, Grass,
Sky, Song: Promise and Peril in the World of Grassland
Birds. He explained to symposium participants that what
sparked his work was a letter from Stuart Houston in 2004
advising him about an idea for a book.

Herriot read to the crowd a passage from the chapter “Vigil”
near the end of the book. It was eloquently written about an
experience he had while spending time getting to know
Grasslands National Park in 2005. Pat Fargey, Species at
Risk biologist within the Park set him up with a British
naturalist, Chris Reed, to go out to a Sage Grouse lek. As he
was reading to us, I was pondering a similar experience that I
had just last year in 2009 with both Pat Fargey and Chris
Reed at the very same lek. In 2005, Trevor saw 12 males
dancing. When I went out in 2009, there was only 1 male.

In the reading that Herriot shared, he described the
connection to the land and the passion for the prairie that two
particular naturalists had in common - namely Chris Reed
and Wayne Harris. This passion translated into action for
Grassland birds.

The first description was of Chris Reed, growing up in
England, becoming curious about the prairie because he had
a teacher who came from Winnipeg who told him about
“these prairie birds that danced as the sun came up”. Now he
spends several weeks a year walking the prairie and doing
field work for different conservation biologists.

The second mention was of the incredible work of Wayne
Harris. Wayne monitored Sage Grouse leks as well as
Ferruginous Hawk and Golden Eagle nests. He kept detailed
notes and walked hundreds of miles of prairie a year. Trevor
maintained that “no one knew the landscapes, roads,
ranchers, farmers and wildlife of Saskatchewan better than
Wayne Harris”. The tragic loss of Wayne has been a tragic
loss to the Grasslands.

Nineteen out of thirty-five species of Grassland birds
monitored are declining – this is between 70-95% of all
grassland birds. We have less than 20% of our native
grasslands remaining in Saskatchewan – 80% of it is gone. In

comparison, the Amazon rainforest, which we hear about
frequently of being in crisis, has 20% of its forest lost – 80%
remains. We, in the Northern Great Plains, are in a Grassland
Crisis due to cultivation, suppression of fire, development and
chemicals. Herriot emphasized this quite powerfully
throughout his talk.

The talk ended with ways to help and actions that can be
taken – handprints of hope perhaps. The list included 5 points
that all Saskatchewanians can do to help preserve our
precious grasslands:

1. Join and support organizations that protect Grasslands
and its species;

2. Get to know the prairie and its ecology;

3. Make connections between your health and the health of
the land;

4. Support farmers and ranchers who practice grassland-
friendly agriculture;
5. Get the news out – talk to people, especially policy
makers.

Finally, there are a few things that you can do with Nature
Saskatchewan that helps to protect our Saskatchewan birds:
 Become an Important Bird Area (IBA) Caretaker for one

of our 53 IBAs in Saskatchewan (www.ibacanada.ca);
 Become a Flight Plan Partner by donating $500 or more

over the next 3 years to the Last Mountain Bird
Observatory – Saskatchewan’s only bird observatory
which has been monitoring and banding birds for 20
years and; report any sightings of Loggerhead Shrikes,
Burrowing Owls, Piping Plovers or Sprague’s Pipits by
calling 1-800-667-HOOT (4668).

Isabel Priestly Legacy
Margaret Phillips

Saltcoats Laketown Players treated symposium attendees to

a reprise of their production of “Isabel Priestly: Five

Vignettes”. The play, written by Kathy Morrell, was first

presented at the 2009 Fall Meet of Nature Saskatchewan in

Saltcoats. Director Gloria Rathgeber remarked that “the

drama ties in well with the aims of YFBTA”. The influence

that Isabel Priestly had on a young Stuart Houston was a

theme of the play. Commenting at the conclusion of the play,

Walter Karau tied the past to the present when he reminded

the audience that Dr. Houston was an advisor during the
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formation of YFBTA. Referring to Isabel Priestly, Walter

stated, “Her legacy is still with us.”

Bird Symposium: Yorkton, April 17
“And the Winner is……”
Gift basket: Sally Sibley, Yorkton

Potted Crocuses (donated by Nora Stewart)
Joan Farquharson, Saltcoats

Bernice Machushek, Yorkton
Fran McNarr, Yorkton

Quilt: crafted by Martha Karau of Churchbridge was won
by George Maben, Yorkton.
Afghan: by Ann Tatham was won by David Gillard of
Yorkton.

A Word From The Kelsey Ecological
Society President - Michael Pitt

Michael is also a member of the YFBTA

The Kelsey Ecological Society (KES) was formed by a group
of nature enthusiasts in April 1997, as a Chapter of Nature
Saskatchewan. The primary purposes of the KES are to bring
together those who are interested in the Natural World, and
to promote Education, Observation, and Sharing of Nature’s
Phenomena in our area

The Kelsey Ecological Society meets in the Court Room
of the Preeceville Administration Building, 239 Highway

Presentation by Nora Stewart at YFBTA Symposium
held in Yorkton, Saskatchewan

Photo by Margaret Phillips

Avenue East, on the third Wednesday of each month
(except December and January) at 7:30 PM.

In addition to our annual participation in the Christmas

Bird Count, some of our major events scheduled in 2010

have included:

Thursday, March 25: Trevor Herriot Book Reading from,
Grass, Sky, Song: Promise and Peril in the World of
Grassland Birds

Saturday, May 29: Birding By Road Spring Outing (Cancelled
due to poor weather!)

Saturday, July 10: Butterfly Count

Saturday, July 31: Bog Orchid Field Trip

Planting of native trees and shrubs at the Preeceville Seniors
Care Home

Everyone is welcome to participate in our events. Admission
is free. Please call Michael Pitt (President) at 547-2008 for
additional information. .

One of the most successful of our events in 2010 occurred on
Friday, June 11, when Wes Olson, of Grasslands National
Park, spoke to the KES on the topic of Portraits of the
Bison – A Guide to Bison Society The following article
submitted by Mr. Olson summarizes his outstanding
presentation that showcased the subtle and complex
relationships among bison, birds, insects, mammals, reptiles
and vegetation preserved in the increasingly rare mixed-
grass prairie of southern Saskatchewan.

Birds and Buffalo Fur
In the fall of 2005 Grasslands National Park re-introduced a
herd of plains bison onto a prairie landscape that had been
missing them for over a century; and the denizens of this
fantastic place have responded to their home-coming in
expected and unexpected ways. Bison are a “keystone
species”; one that has a disproportional affect upon the biota
around them. Remove a keystone species, and the structure
crumbles, the ecosystem no longer functions properly. With
the arrival of bison many other species have immediately
begun to prosper. The most noticeable species benefited are
birds, and in particular newly-arrived spring songbirds. Bison
shed massive quantities of hair and fur during the spring
months, and virtually every species of song bird that nests on
the prairie gathers strands and clumps of shed fur to line their
nests. Tests have shown that bison hair is the second
warmest natural fiber in North America, next only to the
muskoxen, and somehow Horned Larks, meadowlarks,
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numerous sparrows, Brewer’s Blackbirds, magpies, mallard
hens, Loggerhead Shrikes, Sharp--tailed Grouse, and a host
of others knew that lining their nest with this soft, warm and
water repellent material would improve the hatching and
fledging success of their chicks. Songbird researchers I know
have examined thousands of ground nests in the spring and
have never seen one lined with hair or fur from cattle or other
mammals. Yet, in one season with bison back on the native
prairie, Grassland National Park birds began to benefit from
having bison returned to their original range.

A mallard nest lined carefully with strands of shed bison
hair on the native prairie of Grasslands National Park.

Photo by Wes Olson

YFBTA Excursion to Foam Lake

John Senkiw
On a rather cold, windy and damp day on May 26, seven members of

the Yellowhead Flyway Birding Trail Association (YFBTA), drove

to Foam Lake to do some birding in the local area. As a long time

resident of Foam Lake, I felt honoured to have been asked to guide

the group to some of my favourite birding spots. .

On the top of the list was the Foam Lake Marsh - an extensive area

of open water, marsh, prairie and small bluffs. This internationally

acclaimed area, renown for its migrating waterfowl, is usually

teeming with waterfowl, waders and passerines (perching birds) that

favour locations near water. However, between the very wet weather

and the reconstruction of Highway 310 visiting the marsh was

impossible. Therefore, I took the group to some other places that I

have found productive over the years.

First, we went on a short hike down the Milligan Birding Trail along

Milligan Creek adjacent to the visitors’ centre in Foam Lake. We

saw and heard quite a few passerines such as Robins, Goldfinches,

Yellow Warblers, Song and Clay-coloured Sparrows. Our highlight

on this particular hike was seeing a pair of Black-crowned Night

Herons. During wetter summers the Night Herons frequently nest

along the creek right in town. During drier summers when the

water is low and the shore lines are muddy, a pair of Solitary

Sandpipers often breed here. There were no Sandpipers present

this year.

From there we drove to the town lagoon where we were bombarded

(literally) by hundreds of Franklin's Gulls with a few Ringbills

thrown in. Various species of ducks, a few grebes and a pair of

honkers were also present. Because of the high water levels there

were no waders present. I know that a town lagoon is not exactly

an appealing place to bird, but I have seen some terrific birds there

and the birding is easy.

We then stopped at two more crossings of Milligan Creek near

town hoping to see and hear the Wilson's Snipe that is a regular

here. No such luck. I did hear it several weeks later though. There

was some question as to whether the proper name was Wilson's or

Common Snipe. Here is the latest update. When I was a youngster

our North American bird was known as the Wilson's Snipe and its

European counterpart was the Common Snipe. Taxonomists then

decided to lump them together into one species, the Common

Snipe, with American and Eurasian subspecies. The 2001 edition

of Sibley's Field Guide has this designation. Since then,

taxonomists have decided, once again, to split the group into two

species - the Wilson's Snipe in North America and the Common

Snipe in Eurasia. The 2007 edition of the Peterson Field Guide

and the 2008 edition of the Smithsonian Field Guide list the two

as separate species. Therefore, our winnowing wader is once again

known as the Wilson's Snipe. Even though we failed to see a

Wilson's Snipe we did see close to a dozen Black-crowned Night

Herons. We then broke for lunch.

After lunch we headed out to my very favourite birding spot that is

locally known as Fedak's Slough. The slough is located along

Trans-Canada Highway 16 near Tuffnell right across from the

Margo grid. The reason for my high opinion of this place is that a

narrow, seldom used, all-weather road crosses a good-sized marsh

that has open water, reeds and rushes, mud flats and poplar woods

on the south side. Here, one can expect to see just about any kind

of bird imaginable with minimum effort and no interference from

traffic. On this day the mud flats were flooded, but everything else

was intact and the birding was very good. Red-winged Blackbirds,

Yellow-headed Blackbirds and Black Terns were
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everywhere. Water fowl included several species of ducks of which

my personal highlight was a female Bufflehead (which we

incorrectly had identified as a Goldeneye because of its white

cheek patch). Some others felt the same way about a pair of

strutting male Ruddy Ducks. As usual, Coots were

plentiful. Unquestionably, everybody's highlight was seeing an

American Bittern in its classic pose, albeit in a grassy area covered

with Golden Beans (Buffalo Beans to us old-timers), near the

woods rather than in a marsh as would be expected. The bird was

very co-operative so we all got good photos of it, one of which is

included in this article. As we were taking these pictures we were

constantly being serenaded by Song Sparrows, Yellow Warblers,

Goldfinches and Least Flycatchers.

We then traveled north of Tuffnell and connected to a grid road

running straight west to Foam Lake. On our way back to town we

stopped several times along the road to scan sloughs and mud flats

in the fields concentrating on waders. We were not

disappointed. We saw Killdeer, Willets, some unidentified waders

and a Black-bellied Plover which caused some well-deserved

excitement.

A dull and dreary day that started at 10:00 AM at the Foam Lake

visitor centre ended about 3:10 PM with 52 species of birds sighted

- a successful venture no matter how one looks at it. I know that

my wife, Connie, and I enjoyed the day thoroughly. There are few

things in life as rewarding as the fellowship of like-minded people

in the great outdoors. Photo by John Senkiw

A New Winter Visitor
Gloria Herron (Bredenbury)

The doves arrived in my yard the fall of 2008. We had never

seen them around here before. We looked in A Field Guide

to the Birds East of the Rockies (Roger Tory Peterson).

They are identified as Ringed Turtle Doves. The birds

remained at our farm in 2008. They remain to this day. I am

certain that they nested. We can observe no rings on the two

young.. The two adults appear to us to be identical. These

doves (Eurasian Collared Doves?) are much larger than

Mourning Doves. We enjoy watching our recent residents

and find them to be very interesting birds.

Ringed Turtle Doves
Photo by Gloria Herron

Little Acts of Kindness: Thank you Deer Hunters
Rob Wilson

Thank you to (dear) deer hunters Martin Phillips, Lloyd Liebrecht and Lorne
Niebergall for taking the time to save unwanted deer and pork fat. On behalf
of the hunting friends, Martin contacted YFBTA to offer the fat to bird
feeders. Rob Wilson collected the fat before it froze and with Joan’s
assistance cut it into small pieces, packaged it and froze it.

It has been shared among interested birders in Yorkton, Saltcoats and

Canora. Much of it was systematically skied to the shelter of Good Spirit

Ski Club (YFBTA’s new affiliate) where it was placed in bird feeders. It

attracts the “stars” of Good Spirit’s Bird T.V. - three species of woodpeckers

(Downy, Hairy and Piliated), two species of nuthatches (White-breasted and

Red-breasted) and a great profusion of Chickadees. Occasional

appearances of squirrels and weasels have been noted.
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Memberships and Renewals
Martha Karau
Phone (306) 896 2660
Box 403 Churchbridge, SK S0A 0M0
marwal @sasktel.net
Photos, Letters, Articles for Publication:
Rob Wilson : rjwilson@sasktel.net
Phone : (306) 744 8140

Editor : Rob Wilson
Publisher: John Sawkey

Mailing: YFBTA / Box 460 / Saltcoats, SK / S0A 3R0
Email: john.s@imagewireless.ca

The Last Word
This past week, I received an email with a great concern from a
fellow YFBTA member, Cheryl Fraser. Her parents , Harley and Ruth
Large, have developed thirteen acres with a beautiful home, trees,
dugout for birds etc which has been a bird paradise over the years
about five minutes from Yorkton. It has been her parents’ home for
many years and because of health problems, they moved back to
Yorkton.

Harley and Ruth Large have encouraged birds by putting out lots of
feeders and by providing wonderful habitat for breeding. Many
Christmas bird counts have taken place on this estate. They are
seeking people who care about nature and will continue to preserve
the place looking after birds and wildlife as they have done since
1964. If someone in the birding group is interested in purchasing the
place they may contact Deb Schmidt at 621 3689 or Real Estate
website.

Our newsletter does not carry ads, but I share the same concern as
Cheryl. I too have laboured for many years (as Cheryl and members
of her family) and hope to see Slough View Park preserved in
perpetuity. I know well what could happen to many great places.

I have seen bulldozers clear yard sites, orchards, rows of
evergreen trees, etc. which should have been preserved.
Unfortunately, there are individuals who have no appreciation for the
work of those who devoted their time and lives to create beautiful
spots for personal enjoyment and wildlife.

This spring, I was devastated when individuals knocked down
Slough View Park signs on this land. I appreciate the concern of
friends who were also shocked by these incredible acts.. There are
builders - and there are those who delight in destroying. We need to
protect important projects from these vandals.

I regret that my help to the YFBTA has been minimal. At best - I can
do layout for the newsletter and update the website. I offer my
congratulations for work well done by members of the YFBTA and
Nancy Kennedy this past year. Hopefully, I will be able to share a
visit with members in September - if it stops raining.. Best wishes to
all. John Sawkey

Editor’s Note: Best wishes to YOU John.

2010 Birdhouse Project
Ron and Gerri Knudsen

Knudsen’s trails:
1. Dugout: 15 houses: 7 tree swallow nests, 31 eggs or
hatched chicks.

2. Highway: 8 houses: 5 tree swallow nests, 30 eggs or
hatched chicks.

3. Cemetery: 10 houses: 2 tree swallow nests,11 eggs or
hatched chicks.
3 sparrow nests, all flown
1 wren nest, 5 eggs

4. Regional Park: 11 houses: 7 tree swallow nests, birds on
nests or too high to see
1 squirrel nest.

5. Knudsen’s yard: 10 houses: 4 tree swallow nests, 25 eggs
or hatched.

6.Bradford’s trail: tree swallow nest in some of the houses.

7.Sloughview trail: Tree swallows reported in some of the
nests.

Summary: No bluebirds this year. Tree swallows using most
of the nests which takes pressure off the natural nesting sites.
One bluebird feather was found in one of the houses which
may mean it was displaced by another bird or moved on
without completing a nest.

Additional houses were placed along the highway north of
Saltcoats by someone not attached to this project and those
houses seem to have tree swallow nests in some of them.

A person from Churchbridge requested plans from us with the
intention to construct houses there this year.


