
I work on an occasional basis for Ducks Unlimited, Canada.  I 

provide experiences for students and teachers.  These 

presentations are focused upon the values provided by our 

wetlands.  One of the most popular experiences is one in which 

we examine invertebrate pond organisms.  Students invariably 

express delight and fascination as they “get up close and 

personal” with a variety of creatures.  In some situations our 

invertebrate studies are easily arranged as we are able to visit 

wetland areas that are in close proximity to the school as, for 

example, when Saltcoats students visit Anderson Lake or when 

Yorkton students discover the Ecological Ravine with its 

exciting bridge across the marsh.  In other instances it is very 

difficult to explore a wetland.  This may be due to problems 

with funding for busing or time constraints imposed by 

distance or lack of a suitable area which is accessible to the 

public.  

  

I have recently become aware of a local organization, The 

Assiniboine Watershed Stewardship Association  
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Legacies and Partnerships  
Rob Wilson  

(www.assiniboinewatershed.com).  One of its programs, which 

I understand, is currently a pilot program, provides funds to 

landowners within the Assiniboine River Watershed in 

exchange for RESTORATION of a portion of their land which 

was formerly a wetland.  The landowner must apply and if 

successful must agree to either a twelve year OR permanent 

conservation agreement.  Our own YFBTA organization seeks 

partnerships.  I note that the Assiniboine Watershed 

Stewardship Association partnered with Ducks Unlimited and 

it has many members which include villages, towns, cities and 

rural municipalities.  Other partnerships can be imagined. 

  

With these thoughts in mind, wouldn’t it be wonderful if an 

appropriate political authority or perhaps a consortium of like-

minded organizations acted to ensure that a wetland (which 

could be publicly accessed) existed within reasonable distance 

of every school within its borders?   Parents could visit with 

their children.  Teachers could arrange for class visits.  Bird 

Western Meadowlark 
Photo by Janine Shadick 
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yellow chests; their bills are long and pointed for foraging. 

Meadowlarks have an interesting way of feeding called 

“gaping”. To access food, they thrust their long bills into the 

substrate (grass, mud, soil), then open their bills to create a 

hole, which allows them to uncover otherwise hidden food. 

 

The returning Western Meadowlark arrived in the Turtleford 

area, where she found a suitable mate with a good territory. 

Together they built a domed cup nest in the grasses near water, 

an area in which she had been successful before. It was not 

long before this industrious bird had laid her clutch of five 

eggs. Her mate defended the area while she spent two weeks 

sitting on her precious gems. Finally there was movement, and 

slowly, one by one, five tiny naked pink babies emerged from 

their broken eggshells. 

 

Their peeping sent Mom scurrying for food. Each red mouth 

opened hungrily as their mother brought insects back to the 

nest, with some help from her mate. Because baby birds need 

to eat every 15 to 20 minutes, these parents were kept 

exceedingly busy! 

 

 

A hungry gull discovered the well-hidden nest in the grass. As 

the gull attacked the vulnerable chicks, a human family spotted 

the commotion and scared the gull away. Alas, only one baby 

had survived the massacre. Knowing that this chick, too, 

would become a meal if left in the nest, the family took it 

home. Thus began the rehabilitation journey of the orphaned  

Western Meadowlark. 

 

 

The rescuing family offered this tiny bird a wide variety of 

foods over the summer, often from their own plates. Hopping 

around their dining room table in search of handouts, the chick 

developed a preference for pasta and cereal. Unfortunately for 

her, a diet of pasta and cereal does not provide the protein 

needed to develop adequate feathering. A meadowlark in the 

wild is an insectivore; insects are their primary food source.  

 

By the end of summer, the young meadowlark could only 

manage short, low flights. She clearly was not ready for the 

long migration south. The family realized they could not 

continue to keep her as a pet and began to search for options. 

Luckily, they happened upon the Wildlife Rehabilitation 

Society of Saskatchewan (WRSOS), and me, a wildlife 

rehabilitator with a federal license to care for migratory 

songbirds . We pieced together a ride to Saskatoon for this 

watchers, photographers and/or naturalists would be able to 

commune with nature and at little cost.  Such an area if 

incorporated with a trail or trails could be used by walkers, 

hikers, joggers, bicyclists, cross country skiers and with some 

cooperation, motor toboggan owners.  Young people who 

currently have no realistic means to “get into nature” would at 

least have a possibility via schools and/or youth organizations. 

  

Wetland areas  play a positive role in the conservation of our 

ever-dwindling native plant species.  They  provide habitat for 

many species of wildlife.  They  provide breeding areas for 

invertebrates and amphibians  They  serve as resting and 

feeding areas for migrating birds.  The natural vegetation  

provides cover, food and nesting areas for a variety of local 

birds.  Other local wildlife such as insects, arachnids, small 

fish, reptiles and mammals  also benefit.  Areas replete with 

wildlife  attract people some of whom would be tourists and/or 

or hunters.  Tourists, hunters and wild life enthusiasts are  

likely to  spend dollars in our region. 

  

Such wetlands  collect and store water.  They  help to replenish 

our precious aquifers.  They  filter sediment and trap 

debris.  They  take up a portion of the nitrogen and phosphorus 

that is frequently found in run off and mitigate flooding. 

   

LET US, MEMBERS OF THE YFBTA, SEEK 

TO  PROVIDE A PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE WETLAND IN 

CLOSE PROXIMITY TO  EVERY SCHOOL IN OUR 

REGION. 

 

 

The Story of an Orphaned Western 

Meadowlark and its Rescue 
Janine Shadick 

 

Spring, 2007: It had been a long flight and she was glad to be 

back. The Western Meadowlark returned from her wintering 

ground in the southern USA. She’d spent several weeks 

working her way north, feeling the urgency to fly home and 

start this year’s family.  

 

Meadowlarks are in the icteridae family, along with cowbirds, 

blackbirds and orioles. The Latin name for the western species 

is Sturnella neglecta. Originally the western species was 

thought to be the same as the Eastern Meadowlark, thus when 

finally recognized as a separate species it was given the 

species name neglecta. Western Meadowlarks are lovely 

brown birds with a black “V” emblazoned on their bright 

Then disaster struck.... 
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This page is sponsored by Cherrydale Golf and Campground.  

meadowlark. She spent a night with the Carlsons, and 

managed to charm both Muriel and Gary with her antics. Upon 

arriving in Saskatoon, she was started on a diet of mealworms 

and berries, and received a physical exam at the Western 

College of Veterinary Medicine (WCVM), which she passed 

with flying colors (no pun intended) except for her poor 

feather condition. Within weeks, she began molting her old 

feathers and growing a strong new set that showed off the 

vivid black “V” on her yellow chest . 

 

This charming little bird spent the winter with us, and her 

musical warbling song reminded us daily of the warm summer 

days ahead. Unfortunately she was habituated to ( and 

comfortable with) people. One of my tasks as a rehabilitator 

was to “wild her up” by reducing her contact with humans 

during her stay. She was also given flight opportunities to 

build up her muscle strength. A Cedar Waxwing was her 

companion for a while, until her inhospitable manners required 

that he be moved into his own space. Both birds enjoyed the 

natural sounds of Peter Jonker’s CD which he recorded along 

the South Saskatchewan river. The recording also served to 

minimize the birds’ exposure to human noises, and it played 

continuously for about 12 hours a day all winter! 

 

It was charming to watch her perform her “gaping” search in 

her straw and to note her “drop and freeze” response when 

startled. She blended in so well with the straw that she would 

become invisible.  

 

Spring finally arrived, and with it, the need to find a suitable 

release site. A site away from people was required because her 

familiarity with humans might lead her into trouble. On the 

date designated for release, we joined the Saskatoon Nature 

Society on a field trip about 45 minutes south of Saskatoon. I 

transferred the young meadowlark to a straw-filled kennel for 

the ride and off we went. It was just after lunch when we left 

the group in search of the perfect spot: a grassy field away 

from farms and near water. When we found it, I crawled under 

a fence and toted her into the open. Given her still-friendly 

nature, I feared she might not fly off immediately. This might 

allow me a photo opportunity. So I opened the cage, camera in 

one hand, and took her out. My fears were unfounded. My 

beautiful meadowlark took one look at the blue sky and open 

space, and she was off. She flew high and arced around before 

heading towards the water. I kept her in sight long enough to 

see her land in the grass near the water’s edge. I had not even 

managed to catch a single picture of her! When allowed the 

choice, her instinct for freedom was far stronger than her 

attachment to humans. 

As with all my rehabilitated wildlife, I often wonder how she 

is doing, if or how long she survived, if she mated and had a 

family, and so on. I will never know the answers. What I do 

know is that she had a second chance at life thanks to people 

who cared.  

 

If you come across wildlife you think may be injured or 

orphaned, call the WRSOS Wildlife Hotline at (306) 242-

7177. Volunteers will help you determine the best course of 

action. Never keep a wild animal as a pet. Aside from being 

illegal, there are diseases, behaviours and many other reasons 

for wildlife to be kept wild. 

 

For more information about membership and volunteer 

opportunities with WRSOS, please see our website at: 

www.wrsos.org or call the Wildlife Hotline. In March, 2009, a 

Basic Wildlife Rehabilitation Course will be offered in Regina. 

We are always looking for people interested in helping to Keep 

Saskatchewan Wildlife Wild.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goldfinch 

 
“With the help of an experienced interpreter from the 
award-winning Oak Hammock Marsh Interpretive Centre, 
get the basics on birds. Learn key characteristics to look 
for next time that quick feathered friend crosses your 
path!” 
 

BASICS OF BIRD IDENTIFICATION PRESENTATION AT 
THE YFBTA’S  AGM/SYMPOSIUM  - FEBRUARY 28, 2009 
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In 2003 the town of Canora, Sask  was  judged to have the 

best tasting municipal water in Canada. 

 

Canora recognized for 

environmental stewardship  

 

Best tasting water protected through conservation. 

 
Regina, Sask., May 26, 2008—The Town of Canora, 

Saskatchewan was presented Friday with the Saskatchewan 

Municipal Award for Environmental Stewardship for its 

efforts to encourage environmental sustainability within their 

community. Ducks Unlimited Canada nominated Canora for 

the award and is thrilled at the win. 

 

It is only the second year of existence for the Saskatchewan 

Municipal Awards and the Environmental Stewardship Award 

is brand new. 

 

“We’re glad to be recognized,” says Michael Mykytyshyn, 

Administrator for the Town of Canora. “This project was 

another proactive step towards ensuring the preservation of our 

community’s water quality.” 

 

In 2003, the town of Canora was judged to have the best-

tasting municipal water in Canada at the 13th Annual 

International Water Tasting Competition held in Berkeley 

Springs, USA. Town council and its administration wanted to 

conserve this valuable resource for generations to come, so 

sought out Ducks Unlimited Canada to discuss conservation 

solutions. 

 

The town wells, located north of Canora, are situated on very 

sandy-textured soil used annually for agriculture production. 

These types of soils are at greater risk for contamination from 

surface-applied agriculture products such as fertilizer and 

pesticides. By converting such lands to forage, the need for 

applying pesticides is reduced and, once established, the soil is 

less exposed to wind and water erosion. In 2007, Ducks 

Unlimited Canada and the Town of Canora established the 

Canora Source Water Protection Program to seed down these 

lands into diverse perennial cover for ground water protection 

and also to manage the land for waterfowl and other wildlife. 

 

The Town provided financial resources and Ducks Unlimited 

Canada provided staff to coordinate converting these 

extremely sandy soils into perennial cover. In addition, DUC 

has made a commitment to Canora to provide an annual report 

on the health and condition of the forage cover and future 

management recommendation for these lands. As of the fall of 

2007, 135 acres of forage had been successfully established 

and will play an important role in ground water protection and 

wildlife habitat conservation. 

 

“Canora has made a clear commitment to environmental 

stewardship,” says Joel Peterson, Head, Industry and 

Government Relations for Ducks Unlimited Canada. “The 

Town has successfully taken steps to protect their source water 

while conserving the rich biodiversity of the landscape around 

Canora. Ducks Unlimited Canada congratulates Canora on 

their impressive achievement and is very pleased to have had a 

part in this conservation initiative.” 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Lori Gasper, l_gasper@ducks.ca  

Ducks Unlimited Canada 

Phone: (306) 665-7356 

 

Mark Cooper, mark.cooper@gov.sk.ca 

Senior Provincial-Municipal Relations Consultant 

Ministry of Municipal Affairs 

Phone: (306) 787-2740 

 

Article courtesy Ducks Unlimited Canada 

 

******* 

 

YFBTA LETTER TO PAINTED HAND CASINO 

REGARDING EFFECT OF LIGHTING UPON BIRDS IN 

FLIGHT AND THE REPLY FROM SIGA  

 

September 10, 2008 
  

Curtis Standing, Manager 
Painted Hand Casino 
Yorkton, Saskatchewan 
  

Dear Mr. Standing; 
  

I am writing as the President of the Yellowhead  Flyway 

Birding Trail Association (YFBTA), a not-for-profit charitable 

organization dedicated to promoting awareness of the 

importance of wildlife and spaces for wildlife.  Further, the 

YFBTA promotes conservation, eco-tourism and preservation 

of habitat and wildlife species. 
  

In the past few days, several members and friends of our 

association have contacted the YFBTA Executive officers 

concerned about the significant number of dead birds found  
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Saskatchewan Gaming Authority Response to 

Yellowhead Flyway Birding Trail Association 

– October 3, 2008 

 
Thank you for taking the time to write us (letter dated: 

September 10, 2008) and bringing this important matter to our 

attention. At SIGA, we take the issue of nature, wildlife and 

the environment very seriously. 

 

Since August 2007, SIGA has been installing tipi lighting at its 

casinos in an effort to brand and market these facilities. With 

the exception of this September in Yorkton, there had been no 

reports of any birds in the casino lighting and/or their loss. 

 

Like any socially responsible corporate citizen, SIGA will 

continue to monitor the situation closely and consider options 

as we move the company forward. The company will continue 

to work collaboratively  with our partners, shareholders and 

outside agencies to guard its reputation as an honourable, 

transparent and accountable organization. We feel confident in 

the measures we have taken  to date and feel comfortable that a 

fair balance has been reached. 

 

 Met with environment officials (Sask Environment 

Resource Management) to seek professional opinion and 

to provide options. 

 Reduced operating of hours of the lights each night (10pm-

2am). 

 Turned off lights when birds are present. 

 Adopting an alternative lighting scheme reducing the 

amount of lights to six. 

 Utilized Xenon bulbs which use 59% less energy than 

regular bulbs. 

 

Our reputation is built on abiding by stringent policies and 

procedures, delivering a high quality and exciting product and 

first class customer service. We remain accountable to our 

stakeholders and the public of Saskatchewan and will continue 

to operate with the highest integrity. If you would like to 

discuss this matter further, please contact me at 306.477.7366 

 

Best Regards, 

Patricia Cook, Vice President Corporate Affairs 

Saskatchewan Indian Gaming Authority (SIGA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

near the Godfrey Dean Cultural Centre as well as in and 

around the back alley between Second and Third Avenues 

north and south of Smith Street.  In addition, during the past 

few evenings, many songbird species were noted flying in, 

through and around the lights of the Painted Hand Casino, in 

large numbers and in what appeared to be a disoriented 

pattern. 

 
Given that the Yorkton area is in one of the major flyways for 

many species of birds, our organization’s concern, at this time, 

is that the Painted Hand Casino lights may be having a 

negative effect on birds migrating through the area.  Although 

the issue has been less of a concern in Saskatchewan 

communities, the negative effect of night lighting on migrating 

birds has been well documented in many major Canadian 

cities. 
  

As a part of the organization’s public awareness mandate, the 

YFBTA, through a collegial partnership campaign, has taken 

initiatives to address concerns at Duck Mountain Provincial 

Park to safeguard nesting areas for loons threatened by the 

overuse of recreational watercraft to a very successful end.  

Admittedly, the YFBTA has not been as extensively public 

about the issues related to the effects that tall buildings and 

lights have on migrating birds.  However, we are confident that 

your management will want to pursue all options that would 

lessen the negative effects of night lighting and we would 

welcome an opportunity to discuss and be part of any 

initiative.  It could well be that some action could specifically 

address the limited number of days spring and fall when large 

numbers of song birds are migrating (mostly at night) and 

reduce the hazards faced by our migrating friends. 
  

We know that First Nations’ Tradition has been very much 

about living in harmony and cooperation with nature rather 

than exploiting it.  Painted Hand Casino has been true to this 

tradition – as evidenced in the much appreciated contribution 

made to our association for signage.  We appreciate Painted 

Hand Casino’s reputation for seeking to be responsible 

corporate players in the city of Yorkton and area. 
  

Once again, members of our group together with friends and 

associates through other groups dedicated to nature 

conservancy and appreciation would be pleased to meet with 

the appropriate people in your organization to seek out ways in 

which we could work together to monitor the situation and to 

try to find solutions to the apparent problem 
  

Sincerely  

Lauretta Ritchie-McInnes, President 
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The three Kaposvar Birding/Nature Trails near Esterhazy have 

been operational for about two years.  We have upgraded them each 

year by widening, installing better marking and joining two trails 

together so that a circuit can be made. The trails travel through low 

lands, up slopes, through open woods and extend out to high points 

from which one can view the Kaposvar creek and reservoir. 

 

During May and June the area was full of singing birds. A “Nature 

Conservancy Canada” group of about 12 people from across 

Saskatchewan traveled the trails and pointed out many unique plants 

to this interested but not very knowledgeable nature lover. Our own 

YFBTA Joan Wilson was one of the most knowledgeable of the 

group. Quite a few “Lady Slippers” were seen and a small group of 

“Closed Gentian”, as well as many other interesting plants. We even 

found a “Smooth Green Snake”, unique in Saskatchewan to the 

eastern Qu’Appelle. This is a bright chartreuse green coloured snake 

about one foot long. 

 

We put up what I think is quite good signage including lots of flags.  

I hand painted a 3 ft x 4 ft. trail map and mounted it at the parking 

area. Some “you are here” maps were also posted.  Summer 2008 has 

seen extensive growth in the low lands. With plenty of rain and sun 

the area grew like a jungle. I finally bought a brush saw and a double 

whipper snipper for the job. We found that keeping the trail open and 

clean was a major job requiring many hours of brush cutting with the 

saw and whipper snipping every three or four weeks. During the 

summer a local group met and discussed the trails and their future.  

The good show of interest will be very helpful next year. 

 

John Simpson has reported many bird, turtle and animal sightings in 

former articles. Pelicans frequented the reservoir off and on during 

the summer. A great horned owl can occasionally be spotted in the 

evening.  The deer and coyotes of course like the trails. We even had 

a moose near the trails this summer.  Roughed grouse have often 

been heard and occasionally seen drumming. 

 

All in all I am quite pleased with the way the trails have worked out 

and the traffic that they have attracted.  Our local group will continue 

to work on improvements. 

 

John A Nightingale,  Esterhazy.                      
Photo by Rob Wilson  
 

Dr. R. Mark Brigham - Professor, 

University of Regina - Presenter  at Bird 

Symposium  
 

Dr. R. Mark Brigham is currently a Professor in, and Head 

of, the Department of Biology at the University of 

Regina. 
 

Mark  joined the Faculty at the U of R in 1990 and his 

research focuses on the behaviour and ecology of bats 

and nightjars (nocturnal insect  eating birds).  His  

graduate and undergraduate students are addressing 

questions about the context in which these animals use 

torpor (inactivity) and hibernation as a means of saving 

energy during periods when food availability is low. Mark 

also supervises students conducting ecological studies of 

endangered species of birds and mammals with a goal to 

understanding the reasons for and reversing population 

declines. 
 

Mark has authored or co-authored over 120 papers in 

peer-reviewed journals and is currently an associate 

editor for the Journal of Mammalogy and on the editorial 

board of Acta Chiropterologica. He is co-chair of the 

Terrestrial Mammal Species Specialist sub-committee and a 

full member of COSEWIC (Committee on the Status of 

Endangered Wildlife in Canada). Mark is a strong 

proponent of bringing Science and his research to the 

public as they are the people who ultimately fund that 

research and Universities in  general. He regularly gives 
“bat talks" to school groups, naturalist organizations, 

service clubs, and in Provincial Parks. Mark feels that bats 

provide perfect vehicles for popular talks as they are often 
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misunderstood by the people and thus can be used to 

make a case for why "esoteric" research can have an 

important impact. For this and  many other reasons, 

Mark was recently awarded the 2008 Joseph Grinnell 

Award by the American Society of Mammalogists for 

long term contributions towards education in 

mammalogy. 

 

Over the past 15 years students in Mark’s lab and he 

have studied a variety of aspects about the behaviour 

and ecology of bats living in the Cypress Hills. They 

have collected data on the selection of roost sites and 

the factors that lead to bat’s choices and provide us 

with  rationale for where bats forage. They have also 

evaluated the strategies bats use when food supplies are 

short and they face energetic constraints. Fortuitously , 

they uncovered the fact that big brown bats in the 

Cypress Hills employ a very specialized social system, 

which revolves around the regular switching by 

individuals between roosts. They have used modern 

genetic techniques to try and understand the basis for 

this system. During his talk, Mark will summarize the 

results of these studies, putting them in the context of 

general bat biology. 

 

******* 

What’s Flying Around -Rob Wilson 

  
Here are a few interesting sighting that have been reported to 

me in the last two months.  Are some of these stragglers? 
  

November: 
Two reports, one in Saltcoats, one near Kamsack, of a varied 

thrush 
Bald Eagle 
Finches – both House Finches and Purple Finches in Yorkton 

(Gloria Rathgeber-Yorkton) 
Evening Grosbeak – juvenile  (Rob Wilson-Saltcoats) 
Snowy Owl – (Rob Wilson-Saltcoats) 
Pileated Woodpecker.  (Darryl Stevenson-Good Spirit Lake) 
Merlin.  (Oney Pollock-Good Spirit Cross Country Ski Cabin) 
Goldfinch – Western Wood Pewee (Joan and Walter 

Farquharson – Saltcoats) 
Robin -  (Alice Haberstock-Langenburg) 
Great Blue Heron (Nov. 22) – (Herb Rooke-Saltcoats) 
  

December 

Pine Siskins – (Rob Wilson-Saltcoats) 

Finch (House or Purple? – (Rob Wilson- Saltcoats) 

  
Note:  If you are feeding birds, please notify the local 

Christmas Bird Count Committee.  They will want to talk to 

you about your December visitors.  If there is no  committee in 

your area, please consider forming one and reporting.  

YFBTA will assist you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2008 Results of Canadian Lakes Loon 
Survey (CLLS) conducted on Madge Lake 

  
YFBTA's Loon Initiatives Committee met to review data 
collected pertaining to loons nesting on Madge Lake.  It 
is our estimate that approximately ten pairs of loons 
established territories on Madge Lake in June, 
2008.  Twelve chicks were counted in early July.  The 
number of chicks dropped to eight by mid-July.  We think 
that seven or eight birds survived to make the fall 
migration.  These numbers are consistent with the 
number of juveniles counted in August in the past 
three years. 
  

I would like to thank Barb Elsasser, Kathy Morrell, Bob 
and Margaret Graham (all members of YFBTA) as well 
as numerous cottage owners and tourists who provided 
information to assist with our work.  I have sent a report 
to CLLS of Bird Studies, Canada (BSC) on behalf 
of YFBTA.  I have also provided a copy of the report to 
park superintendent, Larry Scheifner. 
  

Rob Wilson  
Photo of Loons on Madge Lake by Rob Wilson  
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Memberships and Renewals 

Martha Karau  

Phone   (306) 896 2660   

Box 403 Churchbridge, SK  S0A 0M0 

marwal @sasktel.net 

Photos, Letters, Articles for Publication: 

Rob Wilson :   rjwilson@sasktel.net 

Phone :  (306) 744 8140 

 
 

Editor : Rob Wilson 

Publisher: John Sawkey 
 

Mailing: YFBTA / Box 460 / Saltcoats, SK / S0A 3R0 
 Email:   john.s@imagewireless.ca 

 

YFBTA 2009 AGM and Bird  Symposium 

Saturday February 28, 2009 

Churchbridge Town Hall 
 

Symposium sessions include: 
 

 

Things That Go Bump in the Night: Goatsuckers, 

Nightjars and Bats with Mark Brigham, 

University of Regina 
 

Basics of Bird Identification with Nathalie Bays  

Oak Hammock Marsh, Manitoba 

 

Debut Screening of a Ray Lacusta 

 Video Production Loons 

 

Supper Guest Speaker to be finalized. 
 

Cost of  $35.00 per person includes noon lunch and supper. 

Supper and after dinner speaker only - $25.00. 

  

Registration deadline: Noon - February 25, 2009 
 

To register or for more information contact: 

Martha marwal@sasktel.net 896-2660 

Joan farq.blueheron@sasktel.net 744-2214 

Rob rjwilson@sasktel.net 744-8140 

Lauretta laurmer@sasktel.net 782-0057 

 

The Last Word  
 

Greetings Everyone: I hope that you all have had a Merry 
Christmas and I wish you the very best in 2009. 

This is the first newsletter this year. Last year we published  
three newsletters. Time and events  did not permit us to 
produce the fourth.  

This is  a reminder to renew your membership for 2009. 
Failure to renew may mean the end of your subscription.  
Membership renewals are entered into the 2009 mailing list. 
Labels are printed and newsletters are mailed accordingly.  

Rob and I have enjoyed putting  this newsletter together. It 
takes a considerable amount of time to get material, do the 
layout, and print the newsletter. If you have photos or stories 
which you would like to contribute, please submit these to Rob. 
Your input is greatly appreciated - as this is your newsletter. 
We will print these items as space permits - if not in the current 
newsletter, then hopefully in a future newsletter when space is 
available. We always have space on the website for 
contributions. 

We are hoping for an exciting 2009 year. We have five 
trails in the YFBTA area. We are very appreciative for the 
signs sponsored by the Painted Hand Casino in Yorkton. The 
Annual AGM and Bird Symposium will be held in Churchbridge 
in February. Nature Saskatchewan  will also be hosting their 
fall conference in Saltcoats on September 25, 26, and 27.  
Everyone is  invited to attend these events. 

We have excellent sales of raffle tickets for the quilt 
donated by Martha Karau and afghan donated by Ann Tatham. 
More than $500 dollars has been the result of the sales of 
tickets to date.  Ann Tatham has also sold knitted dish cloths 
and knee protectors - with funds to go towards the YFBTA. 
Our thanks to Martha, Ann and her daughter Barbara Herman 
for  their work and generosity. 

If you have items for the Silent Auction to be held at the 
AGM, these would also be appreciated. 

If you are not getting the minutes of our regular meetings 
by email and wish to receive them, please contact Rob Wilson. 
The PDF form of our newsletters can also be sent you by 
email, if you wish to receive them in this form. Rob Wilson will 
be happy to send you a copy. The entire collection of 
newsletters is available on CD for a fee. 

Finally, if there is a change of address, or if we have made 
an error in your address, please let me know.  

Cheers to a great year.  - John Sawkey 
(Please don’t forget to feed the birds.) 
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